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Another Success!

With the funds raised, the Fruitport Lions & Lioness Clubs will be able 
to support many projects and needs in our community another year.

Step up to help the bunnies
Letter to the Editor:

On Monday, June 15, 2009, the Muskegon police came to 
Critter Cafe  Rescue followed by two people in a van. These 
people had reported that several domestic bunnies were 
ruining/eating their flowers, 
and that the Muskegon/Pine 
Street area downtown was 
supposedly full of domestic 
bunnies. Upon their arrival 
at Critter Cafe, seven bunnies 
would be saved by the grace 
of God!

These little Himalayan 
bunnies, 3 to 4 pounds at 
their heaviest, were emaciated and dehydrated. They had 
car oil/grease all over them and were full of dirt. Too, they 
were missing fur in many areas and were full of bites from 
fighting amongst themselves, probably for food and for ter-
ritorial rights. But most alarming and shocking to me: Their 
ears were cut off within an inch or so of the bunnies’ little 
heads, and one had her nose slashed. This is so very alarm-
ing to see, but then when you know the fact that a bunny’s 
sensitivity to pain is the very highest in the area of their ears, 
it becomes absolutely heart-breaking. The vets say it’s very 
likely that their screams could be heard for miles when this 
was being done to them, and it would have hurt very badly. 
It is surprising to me that the bunnies just didn’t die from 
the intensity of that pain.

It is thought that this was done to these bunnies to be 
used as “bait” in part of a dog fighting ring. Once the bunny 
begins to bleed, he/she is thrown out to the dogs and they 
fight each other over the bunny and give chase.

Many, many pets meet this fate, (including “freebie” pets 
given away on such lists as the Muskegon Chronicle Freebies 
and Craigslist) because these people are able to get them for 
nothing and the surrendering person does not do a home 
check after the animal is given away to make sure the pet is 
okay and in a good place.

These bunnies have now all been to the vet. We are in the 
process of fixing them and will adopt them to good homes 
as indoor litter trained pets only. Please, please help these 
bunnies if you can by donating or giving a forever home to 
one. Our vet’s office is the Fruitport Animal Hospital. Our 
vet is the bunny-loving and bun expert, Dr. Jeanne Corbett, 
DVM.Please put a note that you are helping Critter Cafe 
bunnies on your gift. 

Also, please urge the Chronicle to add a disclaimer to its 
“freebie” pets so people get educated on what can happen. 
Pit bull bait and class B dealers are where your free pet very 
likely will/can end up. Is that what you are intending when 
you need to re-home our pet? Please, speak up for the voice-
less innocence of our beloved animal friends.

    Christine Beamer
    Critter Cafe Rescue•

A big thank you to Fruitport Village 
residents
Letter to the Editor

The Fruitport Lions Club would like to thank the resi-
dents of the Village of Fruitport for the response to our re-
quest to decorate their homes/yards along the Old Fashioned 
Days parade route. Many of the homes had flags, banners, 
flowers, and other patriotic-themed items on display.  It 
certainly added to the festivity of the parade. Thank you for 
your participation.

    Pat Stressman
    5110 Carr Rd.

Village council meets in regular 
session
(Submitted by Carolyn Lemler, clerk)

The regular meeting of the Fruitport Village Council 
was held on Monday, April 20, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 

Present were Donna Pope, Bruce Raymond, Carl 
Rothenberger III, Jacob Wier, Roger Vanderstelt, and Carolyn 
Lemler. Council members Jerry Alger and Joe Vanderstelt 
were absent.

Motion by Pope, seconded by Rothenberger, to approve 
minutes from previous meeting. Motion passed unani-
mously.

The West Michigan Burnerz asked council permission 
to use the bandshell in Pomona Park on June 21, 2009. B. Ray-
mond will work with them to get the event organized. 

Correspondence: Charter Cable will continue to honor 
the franchise agreement with the village during their filing 
of Chapter 11.

Council received a request from Muskegon County re-
garding participation in the 150th anniversary of the county. 
Council declined at this time.

Pro-Tec, a lobbying group, asked the village to join their 
group. Council declined.

Village residents have received the latest water quality 
report from the township.

Committee reports: Carl Rothenberger reported that 
spring clean-up has been scheduled.

Bruce Raymond reported that weekend maintenance 
jobs for Pomona Park and the boat launch restrooms have 
been consolidated into one position. Motion by Raymond, 
seconded by Rothenberger to compensate the weekend park/
boat launch duties at $30 per day. Motion passed. Pomona 
Park restrooms open for the season by May 13. Nightly clos-
ing will be at 10 p.m. or sunset.

Boat launch is open. Pit privy will be remodeled.
A new section has been added to the web site for the 

Village showcasing local businesses. A current events section 
will be added soon.

Motion by Raymond, seconded by Pope, to purchase a 
trimmer/mower using money from this year’s budget. The 
cost is $1,160.00. Motion passed.

Jacob Wier has been researching residential windmills 
that can generate electrical power for homeowners. He 
suggested council pass an ordinance regarding windmills 
as surrounding municipalities have. He will bring sample 
ordinances to the May meeting.

Roger Vanderstelt has found a less expensive company 
to service village trucks and equipment.

Old Business: Installation of a handrail on Third Avenue 
is not being planned.

B. Raymond reported that the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice grant money is available to the village on behalf of the 
township police department. Application for the grant will 
be filed.

The residents in the Dennis/Douglas Subdivision have 
moved the sump pump water pipe.

B. Raymond suggested the village consider an ordinance 
to restrict overnight parking of unattended commercial 
vehicles on village streets. Issue will be addressed at May 
meeting.

Motion by Rothenberger, seconded by Pope,  to direct the 
clerk to assess all delinquent garbage bills and fees and collect 
in the same manner as taxes are collected. Motion passed.

Rothenberger checking into getting banners/flags for 
Third Avenue.

OFD traffic order ordinance passed.
Motion by Pope, seconded by Rothenberger, to approve 

warrants. Motion passed.
Meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m.• 
 

Library issues to consider
Letter to the Editor 

I think it’s time to re-think our township’s support of 
the library millage that we pay every year. The Fruitport 
library children’s computer has been broken for over six 
months and the library basement has been closed for almost  
a year due to flooding. Fruitport’s current district library 
representative does not live in Fruitport Township. Under 
the new “system” which results in our paying a lot more 
in library property taxes, Fruitport does not rate a perma-
nent seat on the county library board. Norton Shores and 
Muskegon Heights  do. 

Former Fruitport Township Supervisor Ron Cooper was 
right in questioning our going along with the new district 
library system. Perhaps our new township supervisor might 
consider either withholding our district library’s share of 
property taxes, or pulling out of the  system altogether. 
It’s time for our new Fruitport Township supervisor to 
step up to the plate and fix our Fruitport library and our 
lack of a permanent district library board representative 
–– like now.

  Max Riekse, 7010 S. Brooks Rd.
  Fruitport resident for over 61 years.

Moving mountains
by Reverend R.A. Shackles

Have you, as many do, had your doubts about that 
affirmation of Jesus that if you have faith as of a mustard 
seed, you would move mountains? Some write it off as an 
instance of hyperbole to emphasize the importance of the 
value of living by faith. Others simply regard it as a piece 
of fantasy indulgence, insisting that “everyone knows” 
moving mountains by faith just doesn’t happen. Even many 
who don’t doubt Jesus’ word simply can’t believe it, often 
dealing with that by not dealing with it –– “Oh, I just don’t 
have that kind of faith!”

So the reality is that this assurance of Jesus throws us 
off balance, for it just seems beyond reality for us who hardly 
think we qualify for sainthood and, seeing them as the only 
ones who even have half a hope of such humongous witness. 
At the same time, in all likelihood, each of us wishes we 
did have such faith. It is not just a cop-out that we demur, 
make no claim for such faith. It is, to defend ourselves, that 
must of us truly do not believe we match up to such trust, 
not that we really doubt Jesus’ words. If we had such faith, 
we can believe we would be able to move mountains.

Origen, a 2nd Century theologian, has an interesting 
“take” on this. It throws an interesting light on this question. 
Origen notes that sin is the mountainous enemy and that 
the personification of this formidable barrier to perfection 
in our lives is Satan, that master of lies and deceits. Satan is 
the mountain to be moved! This should hearten us greatly 
because that is a mountain we, even in our limited virtue, 
can move. Jesus gives us the secret. It was when He repri-
manded Peter for being concerned with the things of men 
rather than of God. So He told us how to move a mountain 
when He said to Peter, “Get thee behind Me, Satan.”

If Satan is the mountain our faith is called upon to 
move, Jesus gives us the assurance of success: All we have 
to do is have such trust in Christ as to say to Satan and all 
his tempting of us, “In Jesus’ name, begone, Satan! You can-
not have my life because I belong to Christ Jesus.” Chasing 
Satan from our lives is a form of how you and I can move 
mountains by daring to invest all our abiding trust in our 
Master. Trust Him and turn your back on whatever tempta-
tion confronts you. Just say “no” to Satan, and your sincere 
“yes” to Jesus and you will have moved mountains by your 
faith in Christ Jesus!•


