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Critter Café 
Rescue

5818 Airline Rd. 
(across from Fruitport #1 Fire Station)

865-6021
Rescuing cats & kittens, 

all breeds of bunnies, guinea pigs, ratties, 
hamsters, birds, and all pocket pets.

Have needs for: 
Cat Litter 
Carefresh Bedding
Wood Pellets
Food, Greens, Alfalfa 
Crates 
Volunteers 
Pet Sponsors
Returnable bottles & cans

2424 Glade St.
Muskegon Hts., MI 49444
(231) 737-9707

1100 Washington
Grand Haven, MI 49417

(616) 842-1080

Donations accepted daily
Mon. - Sat.

All Clothing 99¢

Those who need food, call 
Love INC 777-3905

They will arrange for you to pick the 
food up at a local food pantry.

 Starting at 9:00 a.m.
Friends of Library Used book
and home baked cookie sale!

at Clothes Encounters Community Room,  
284 N. Third.  A bag of books for $2.00.

Call Mary at 865-3135 for more Information.

May 23

Groenink's Elevator & Hardware
11260 Michigan Ave. Nunica

837-7391 • 1-800-682-3142

 Thinking about sparrows one day stirred up an 
interesting line of thought. For the most part, we tend to 
ignore them as drab and ordinary. Either that, or we are 
impatient with them because they’re all over the place. Both 
of which things are true: they are ordinary and they are “all 
over the place.” And they’re no competition for the fancy 
birds or their miracle-voiced songs.
 But then perhaps you’ve had that experience of coming 
across a song sparrow trilling away its tiny but happy song. 
Or perhaps a tree sparrow with its warbling trills. And 
out of the numerous company of ordinary birds, a special 
beauty touches your heart and makes you unaccountably 
happy. And then this idea came like one of those cartoon 
“light bulbs.” We countless ordinary Christians are God’s 
sparrows. Mostly we’re just ordinary birds, but every so 
often, one or another of us breaks out and sings some special 
song because we love the God who made us and we found a 
way to sing our particular song for Him. 
 When sparrows sing, nature itself laughs. When one 
of us sparrows fi nds a song to sing –– some special act of 
love –– for Christ Jesus, He smiles in His great pleasure. 
Appreciate the tiny sparrows, because they are us! Praise the 
Lord!•

 “Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
whose hope is in the Lord his God: Which made heaven, and 
earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for 
ever.” Psalm 146:5-6.
 I woke up this morning and decided that spring is 
here. It may not be spring in Michigan yet, but I have made 
a choice that spring is here in my life. I recently returned 
from Florida. It was my fi rst time vacationing there. I woke 
up every morning to sunshine and birds singing, and the 
temperature was perfect every day we were there. I loved 
how I felt as I leisurely strolled along the beach with the warm 
sun on my face. I decided that I want to feel that warmth and 
that peace every day of my life. I felt very happy that week in 
Florida, and realized I had an extra “spring” in my step.
 I believe that happiness is a choice. I believe that 
happiness comes from within us; not from around us. I 
believe that we can start each day with a choice to be happy, 
peaceful, joyful, forgiving, loving and kind. It may take a 
little extra work on our part to keep that “springtime” 
feeling in our lives every day, and also in the way we treat 
the people around us. Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good 
to all; and his tender mercies are over all his works.” I truly 
believe this to be true. The Lord made this wonderful earth 
in which we live. He has created every needful thing for us. 
There is nowhere on earth that we can go that the Lord has 
not created something wonderful for us. We don’t have to go 
to Florida to fi nd warmth and peace. We can fi nd it with the 
Lord. Our circumstances may not always be the “sunniest,” 
but our disposition and outlook on life can be “sunny and 
happy.”
 If we take a look at the verses in Psalm 146:5-6, we see 
that the Lord made the earth and everything in it. He even 
made us, so why do we doubt what He can do for us if we 
would but only come unto him, follow His loving council, 
and ask for His divine help in our lives. The writer, Luke, 
tells us, “For with God, nothing shall be impossible” Luke 
1:37. Our world is in such turmoil; but I think it is because 
so many of God’s children have turned away from Him and 
are accepting and following the ways of the world, which 
are governed by Satan, who is trying to do everything in his 
power to separate us from our loving Father in Heaven. The 
Lord said, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord” Isaiah 55:8; and 
John 14:6 says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: No man 
cometh unto the Father but by me.”
 It is my prayer that we will all call on the Lord and make 
a choice to be a little happier, a little kinder, a little more 
forgiving, a little more joyful, and that we will come unto 
Christ and partake of His goodness and mercy and peace as 
we all journey through this life that He has created for us. 
We do not need to let anyone or anything separate us from 
our Father in Heaven. We do not need to let the worldly 
circumstances take away the happiness and joy the Lord 
wants for us. Turn to your scriptures and fall on your knees 
and let the Lord guide your footsteps into the glorious light 
of His love and His gospel. 
 One of my favorite writers, Sheri Dew, has said this: 
“Challenges that tax our faith are usually opportunities to 
stretch and strengthen our faith by fi nding out if we really 
believe the Lord will help us.” He has helped me, and I know 
He will help you. 
 Let it be “springtime” every day of our lives as we love 
the Lord and follow His example and teachings.•

by Rhonda Ison

Spring has sprung 
in my life

by Rev. R.A. Shackles

The sparrows of God 

A little taste of Heaven
by Samantha Anhalt and Mary Weimer
 Once a month, dear friends, old and new, come together 
with Chuck and Pat Hackney for an evening of soup, 
sandwiches, and song at Bethel Baptist Churh in Fruitport. 
This gathering started around a piano in a living room  a 
year ago, and has grown into a monthly get-together of more 
than sixty people and a collage of instruments. 
 A piano, several guitars, a handful of harmonicas, and 
even a washtub string bass, accompany the great hymns of 
the faith that draw these friends together one Friday night 
each month. 
 The sweet friendships and beloved music are just two of 
the things that keep them coming back. The ties that bind this 
crowd are strong and deep, like the notes the bass guitarist 
plays as he keeps a steady pace. Their supper is simple, but 
their music sings praises to a great God for His grace and 
mercy and tender-loving care. 
 They sing heartfelt tunes proclaiming the great 
faithfulness of their Heavenly Father, and they pour out 
their love for the One who has prepared their home in 
Heaven. What a day that will be! But until then, as one of 
their favorite songs so joyfully proclaims, their hearts and 
voices will go on singing. 
 Until the day God calls them home, they will be found 
breaking bread and celebrating together, ever thankful for 
the treasure of friendship and music on this earth, a treasure 
that is a little taste of the heavenly home that awaits them.
 The get-together is open to anyone who wishes to join 
in. The schedule varies, so please call the church at (231) 865-
3137 or visit the website at bethelfruitport.com for dates and 
times.•

The cost of her convictions
by Ruth Vanderstelt
 “God is testing my character, and “I am fearless,” 
says the contestant from California after the controversial 
question and answer portion of the Miss USA Pageant 2009 
on Sunday, April 19.
 The stage was set for disaster. Perez Hilton, a judge 
in the pageant, is a blogger who posts gossip items about 
celebrities and is also a gay activist. Hilton was designated 
to ask Miss California this question during the competition: 
“Vermont recently became the fourth state to legalize same-
sex marriage. Do you think every state should follow suit? 
Why, or why not?”
 Prejean responded, “Well, I think it’s great that 
Americans are able to choose one way or the other. We live in 
a land where you can choose same-sex marriage or opposite 
marriage. You know what, in my country,  in my family I 
do believe that marriage should be between a man and a 
woman, no offense to anybody out there. But that’s how I 
was raised and I believe that it should be between a man and 
a woman. Thank you.”
 Since the pageant, there has been a fl ood storm in the 
news media. Prejean has been criticized and threatened for 
her beliefs, and at the same time applauded for her courage 
and conviction. Perez has verbally attacked her, calling 
her the most foul adjectives against a female.  He then 
apologized, and later recanted his apology. The directors 
of the Miss California pageant condemned her answer on 
Monday morning, stating that “…religious beliefs have 
no place in politics in the Miss California family,” If this is 
the policy, why was Hilton, the judge, allowed to ask the 
question in the fi rst place?
 When asked how Prejean’s response affected her fi nal 
judging, one of the judges, Alicia Jacobs, stated, “…I can tell 
you that it GREATLY affected me and the fi nal score I gave 
Carrie Prejean.”
 The pageant directors knew she was a student at a 
Christian college, and had strong moral convictions, and 
I believe this incident was staged. Prejean was handed a 
question that allowed her to choose between political or 
Biblical correctness, and did she deliver! The crown may have 
been lost to Miss Prejean, but her integrity and conviction 
are very much in place. She described this event as a blessing 
to be able to proclaim her faith on national TV. She has also 
stated, “I’m excited to see where this is going to lead me.”
 She has become more famous than Miss North Carolina, 
the winner of the pageant. Over 90 percent of the bloggers 
have responded in Prejean’s favor on the Miss USA website. 
I am reminded how God can use all things to His good and 
purpose. Miss Prejean has been given a national platform 
because she did not compromise for the crown of USA 
by putting her values, principles, and faith ahead of her 
ambition. The question is: Was Miss California set up to fail 
… or succeed?•


