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 II Corinthians begins praising God who is the “God of 
all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we 
can comfort those in trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
have received from God.” Indeed, Paul wrote to the new 
Christians in Corinth to let them know the depth of His love 
for them,
 Formerly, Paul had written that church about its 
responsibility of disciplining a member found guilty of 
sexual sin. Now he wrote them to forgive that repentant 
person and comfort him, reaffirming their love to him as that 
discipline and punishment should never be the dominating 
note in the church’s life. When the disciplined member 
repented, then the church should accept and forgive. When 
love and forgiveness do not characterize a church, it is Satan 
who wins.
 Interspersed in Paul’s letters were moments of prayer 
and thanksgiving. Jesus taught his disciples “…if you have 
faith and do not doubt…if you believe, you will receive 
whatever you ask for in prayer;” however, Paul advised, 
“in everything, by prayer and petitions with thanksgiving, 
present your request to God.” Jesus told his disciples, “I tell 
you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in 
my name. He Himself prayed, “Yet not as I will, but as you 
will,” and “May your will be done” as He neared crucifixion. 
James wrote, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this 
or that.”
 I know from experience and am thankful that God chose 
not to answer all my prayers. I am everlastingly thankful that 
He chose not to, but blessed me with things so much better 
for me. Do not try to tempt the Lord with demands, for He 
who knows all things already knows what will be best in 
the long run…even though He instructs us to pray without 
ceasing.•

 “Hymnody” and “Hymnology” are high-class words 
that simply mean digging into the history of how hymns, 
gospel songs and inspirational music came to be written. It is 
a fascinating study that yields some great stories. There are 
many books and internet sites devoted to it.
 The story of John Newton’s Amazing Grace is so well 
known that I won’t go into much detail here. He was the 
commander of a slave ship, a pretty wretched way to make 
a living. My friends who don’t like his line, “that saved a 
wretch like me,” and who substitute “soul” for “wretch,” 
will not be happy when I say they missed the boat. (Pun 
intended.) Such a change does a disservice to history, to 
Newton, and his Christian experience.
 One of my favorite stories is about Stuart Hamblen. 
He was a popular, hard-drinking, rough-living California 
cowboy, recording artist and radio personality. When I was a 
Country-Western deejay in the’50’s, I played his recording of 
“I Won’t Go Huntin’ With You, Jake, But I’ll Go Chasin’ Women.”  
He attended a Christian crusade featuring a young evangelist, 
got converted, and spent the rest of his life as a Christian 
performer. He reportedly ran into John Wayne, who invited 
him to go for a drink. When Hamblen said he didn’t do that 
anymore, and Wayne asked, “What’s your secret?” Hamblen 
is said to have answered, “It’s no secret what God can do.” 
That became a great song that everyone knows. The young 
preacher was Billy Graham. Some historians have said that 
Hamblen was Billy Graham’s first famous convert, and that 
helped to launch his great ministry. Some details of the story 
have been questioned, but it’s such a splendid tale that I 
don’t care if it’s less than one hundred percent historically 
accurate.
 Another great story concerns Septimus Winner, 
composer of “Whispering Hope,” that has probably been sung 
a million times and recorded almost as often, usually as a 
duet, since he wrote it in 1868. Like other writers of that 
time, he often used a pen name, Alice Hawthorne. Winner 
also wrote “Listen to the Mockingbird” and “Where Oh Where 
Has My Little Dog Gone.” He was arrested for treason when 
he wrote a song, “Give Us Back Our Old Commander: Little 
Mac, the People’s Pride.” It was in praise of General George 
B. McClellan, whom President Lincoln had fired. One story 
says Winner was released when he agreed to destroy all 
remaining copies of the song.
 Paul Rader, writer of “Only Believe,” was an early radio 
evangelist in Chicago, associated with the famous Moody 
Church. He was an entrepreneur who built a number 
of popular Christian camps. He came to Muskegon in 
1926, bought 200 acres on Lake Michigan, and established 
Camp Chi-Co-Tab, named for his Chicago Tabernacle. He 
was a frequent speaker at that facility. We now know it as 
Maranatha.
 I hope this article will inspire some readers to look up 
the history of their favorite hymns or inspirational music. 
It’s easy to find and a great pleasure to read.•
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