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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

™

There are many opportunities this year to help you renew your 
efforts to save for retirement and stay focused on reaching your 
retirement goals. These opportunities include:

Opening or fully contributing to a traditional or Roth IRA  ❚

by April 15 to help maximize saving for retirement in a 
tax-advantaged manner 

Consolidating retirement accounts to get a clearer picture  ❚

of your retirement

Converting all or part of a tax-deferred IRA to a Roth IRA so  ❚

you can receive tax-free income* in retirement

REVIEW. RENEW. RETIRE.

Call today to schedule a review. We’ll meet face to face to gain a 
better understanding of your current situation and discuss your 
opportunities to help move your retirement forward.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

* Earnings distributions from a Roth IRA may be subject to taxes and a 10% penalty if the 
account is less than five years old and the owner is under age 59½.

Mike Sabo
Financial Advisor
.

384 North Third Avenue Suite C
Fruitport, MI 49415
231-865-3868

(231) 788-5336 • Fax (231) 788-2264

"BUILDING ON STRONG 
FOUNDATIONS"

SETHCO LUMBER CO.
4566 Apple Ave.

Muskegon, MI  49442

Locally Owned by 
Seth Middlecamp

We Deliver Anywhere
Save with FAN Money

CUSTOM SHEET METAL 
VENTILATION

GARY WELLER & MIKE HERRYGERS - OWNERS

Heating • Air Conditioning
3015 S. Brooks Road

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
773-7575  •   FAX 773-0533

G & W 
REFRIGERATION

Residential Commercial

FILTER & HUMIDIFIER SUPPLIES

We Specialize In Service

QUALITY R.V. SALES
THE NAME SAYS IT ALL

4615 Airline at Hile
Muskegon, MI 49444

YOUR RV SERVICE CENTER:
CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

LARGE SUPPLY OF RV PARTS
FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

Mon-Fri

Family Owned
Don & Marilyn Wentzlof

(231) 739-2432

Sietsema FLOOR COVERING

Same family since 1939
Same location 44 years

Carpet • Tile • Vinyl
Robert Sietsema
Paul Sietsema
Clayton Sietsema

329 W. Broadway • Muskegon Hts.
(231) 733-9900

MCC Overbrook Gallery show 
features Mexican folk art 
(Submitted by Muskegon Community College)

Muskegon Community College’s Overbrook Gallery  
consists of two sections, both relating to Mexico’s cultural 
heritage. The first part is a traveling exhibit entitled “El 
Arte Popular Mexicano: Folk Art of Mexico,” on loan from 
the Kalamazoo Institute of Art. The second part, entitled 
“Ecos Culturales/Cultural Echoes II,” consists of artwork 
by Chicago-based artist Rene H. Arceo. Arceo’s work has 
clear visual ties to traditional Mexican folk art, but ex-
plores themes based on contemporary social and political 
issues dealing with racism, poverty, religious, and ethnic 
identity.

Arceo received his Bachelors of Fine Art degree from 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and currently 
teaches art at James Monroe Elementary School in Chicago. 
Arceo is a nationally and internationally recognized artist  
and has had solo exhibitions in places such as: Prospectus 
Art Gallery in Chicago; the Academikie Centrum Kutury 
in Lublin, Poland; and the Association Pour l’Estampe et 
l’Art Populaire in Paris, France.

The exhibition is co-hosted and held in conjunction 
with Muskegon Community College’s Global Awareness 
Festival. The Global Awareness Festival  focuses this year 
on the Americas –– North, Central and South.

The exhibit runs through February 24. Overbrook 
Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.•

By Reverend R.A. Shackles
The Executive Branch of our Constitutional govern-

ment concerns primarily the president, his election, and 
the conditions and actions pertinent thereto. Here are the 
controls over who can be elected to this high office. Any 
candidate must be 35 years old and a natural born citizen. 
The only exception to that is stated as, when the Constitu-
tion was adopted, a foreign-born person could be elected, 
so long as he was a citizen. This was inserted because, at 
that date in history, there were perhaps far more persons 
born elsewhere, since our nation was in every respect so 
young! Now, there is no exception. Another condition is 
that he must have been a resident in the states for 14 years. 
His election, as we are familiar, is for a term of four years. 
At first, there was no stated limit to how many terms one 
could serve, but during the tenure of Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
the sentiment turned very strongly to term limits and it was 
then that the Constitution was amended to limit service to 
two terms by Amendment XII.

The qualifications for vice president are the same, 
though not expressly stated; since by default, potentially a 
successor to the president, should the office be vacant, his 
qualifications are exactly the same. This is made explicit 
in Amendment XII. Compensation for both is specified 
(though not an amount), with an interesting condition: 
Compensation can neither be increased nor decreased dur-
ing their terms of office. As well, neither can receive any 
other compensation from any government source.

The election of the president and vice president is not 
by direct vote of the people. Many do not understand that 
the people vote for (elect) electors, who, in turn, elect the 
president. It is in this respect that the Constitution makes 
clear that the United States is a republic, or what some call 
a representative democracy. This, of course, explains why, 
in some cases, while the losing candidate had more popular 
votes than the winner, the winner received the Electoral 
College majority. Electors are chosen by the states. Each 
elector, as modified in Amendment XII, is nominated and 
elected in his/her respective state, and must be a resident 
of that state. As well, one of the two elected officers must 
be a citizen of a state other than the elector. These several 
restrictions noted were inserted by the framers as ways to 
provide a balanced government in which fair and equitable 
representation might be guaranteed.

The procedure set by the Constitution is that the state 
legislatures determine the process for electing these elec-
tors, thus giving substance to the authority and indepen-
dent powers of the states. This point was a very strong 
concern of the framers in their determination to prevent 
any form of tyranny to gain a foothold in the new nation. 
Once elected, these electors then meet in their respective 
states and vote for a president and a vice president, by 
name, not party. In effect, the actual election is technically a 
non-partisan one, which is the point of the voting by name, 
not party. As well, each election is by a separate ballot.  The 
votes are then sealed and sent to the president of the senate, 
who, in an assembly of Congress, opens all the certificates.  
The greatest number is president if a majority of the whole 
number of electors so votes. If no such majority exists, no 
more than the three highest recipients of votes are named 
and the House of Representatives votes immediately. In 
that case, the vote is state by state, one vote to each state. 
Two thirds of the members present constitute a quorum, 
but the vote must be a majority of all the members of Con-
gress. In the case of the vice president, in this need, only 
the two highest vote-recipients are named and the Senate 
votes. Again, these differences are made in the interests of 
the democratic spirit we treasure as a nation.

Amendment XXV was passed in 1965, which altered the 
Constitutional directives in the case of a removal or other 
vacancy (i.e., impeachment) in the office of the presidency. 
In such case, the vice president is automatically advanced 
to the presidency. If the vice presidency is vacant, the 
president nominates, to be confirmed by the majority of 
both houses of Congress.

The duties assigned to the president and, through him, 
to all other executive officers, are important, though spe-
cifically limited. He is, as we now so well know, the Com-
mander in Chief of the armed forces of our nation, as well 
as the militias of the various states when called into federal 
service. The president also has the authority to appoint the 
chief officers of such armed forces. He may grant reprieves 
and pardons, except of impeachments, impeachment being 
a Congressional prerogative by law. Subject to senatorial 
consent and confirmation, the president appoints all am-
bassadors, other counsels and members of the Supreme 
Court. His prerogative of appointment applies to all other 
officers of the nation not subject to otherwise provided 
for or vested by the Senate. One interesting aspect of the 
presidential authority of appointment is that he may make 
“recess” appointments, that is, when Congress is in recess, 
that are not subject to “advise and consent.” These ap-
pointments are only valid to the end of the next session of 
Congress. Important to the office of president is his right to 
make treaties, but these must be approved by a two-thirds 
majority of the Senate.

Other duties assigned the president are what is now 
known as the State of the Union report at the January 
beginning of Congress. Part of this is his duty or privilege 
to recommend “necessary and expedient” measures to 
Congress. When discrepancies arise between the president 
and Congress, the president is empowered to convene both 
houses and, if serious disagreement arises, he may adjourn 
Congress to a particular date, sometimes stated as “a time 
certain.” He is responsible for seeing to obedience to the 
laws of the land. As well, he commissions all officers of 
the United States.

The president may be removed from office on impeach-
ment if affirmed by the Senate. Here it is important to un-
derstand that impeachment is not removal, but the indict-
ing of the president for “high crimes or misdemeanors in 
office,” which then proceeds to trial in the Senate. Removal 
comes only if the Senate convicts him of the charges of im-
peachment. On the other hand, it is interesting that while 
the Oath of Office is precisely stated in the Constitution, 
the use of a Bible is strictly by the personal preference of 
the presidential candidate. So, though practiced by most, 
the custom is by personal desire, not mandate.

There is, of course, much more that could be said of 
the Executive Branch of our government as to details and 
procedures. But the important thing all should understand 
is that, like Congress and the Supreme Court (as we shall 
discuss in the next installment of this series) our Con-
stitution carefully limits and designates responsibilities 
to each branch in order to provide for our governance a 
responsible leadership without allowing any one branch 
to control or dominate the others. This is why, as in the 
electoral collage, the Constitution has a strong concern to 
protect and preserve the rights of the states and why some 
functions, seen to be more appropriate to federal function, 
are so reserved. While there are situations in which the 
president is nothing if not aggravated by Congress or the 
Supreme Court, it is important to remember that was, in 
fact, the intention of the framers, for which every American 
ought to be profoundly grateful. It has been critical to the 
preservation of our freedoms.•

The Constitution part IV: The Executive Branch 

Radon Gas identified as a leading 
cause of cancer
(Submitted by Environmental Protection Agency)

The World Health Organization and Environmental 
Protection Agency have announced a call to action for 
Americans to test their homes for radon gas, which has 
recently been identified as the leading cause of lung cancer 
for non-smokers in the U.S.

Radon is a naturally occurring, radioactive gas that seeps 
out of the ground and can enter homes and other buildings. 
Since radon is invisible and odorless, the only way to know if 
a home has dangerous levels of the gas is to conduct a radon 
test. Radon problems have been found in every county in 
the United States, so the surgeon general is recommending 
that all homes are tested.

The Environmental Protection Agency estimates that as 
many as eight million homes in the United States currently 
have elevated levels of radon gas. They also predict that if 
action is not taken to correct this problem, between 15,000 
and 22,000 deaths will occur in 2010 from exposure to the 
gas. This is a health threat of epidemic proportions that needs 
immediate attention.

Radon causes more deaths each year in the U.S. than any 
other in-home hazard, including fires and carbon monoxide 
deaths combined.  

For more information about radon gas, visit the Na-
tional Radon Month website: www.RadonMonth.WordPress.
com.•


