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Off Henry St. at  885 Oakridge Rd. 
Muskegon, MI 49441          

HELPING YOU PRESERVE YOUR RIGHTS WHEN 
PURCHASING OR SELLING REAL ESTATE

HELPING SMALL BUSINESSES REACH THEIR GOALS
Corporations • Partnerships • LLC's

30 MIN. FREE CONSULTATION

755-8100

........................................................................

3438 Mt. Garfi eld • Fruitport
(231) 865-2027

BASCH-OLOVSON ENGINEERING CO.B O
C

Spring Lake Storage
Fruitport Storage

Cloverville Storage
Fruitport Mobile Storage

"On the Move" Truck Rental

Storage Units • Cargo Containers • Climate Controlled Units • Moving Trucks

NEW - NEW - NEW
Climate Controlled Units

231  865-3523
616  846-7611
231  865-1316 Fax

MOORE MUSIC

WE SELL GUITARS
WE BUY GUITARS


Save with

FAN Money

3120 Glade St, Muskegon, MI 49444

OPEN NOON TILL 6 PM 
MON - SAT.      

WE GIVE LESSONS
FOR GUITAR, BASS, DRUMS,

HARMONICA  - ALL STYLES OF MUSIC

Window Tinting
Residential • Commercial
Serving all West Michigan
28 Years’ Experience
Free Estimates

A Muskegon Window Tinting Inc.
231-788-5000

www.muskegonwindowtinting.com

Save with
FAN Money

Double FAN Value with completed 
work of $500.00 or more!

30% Energy Tax Credit Available

"Where Quality Counts"

Spring Lake
231-865-2038

1-800-53A-TEAM
"Licensed & Insured"

Owners: Ken Covolo & Randy "Chubs" Halter
One Number, One Name to Handle your Complete Project

~ Insurance Claim Specialists ~

w w w . a t e a m c o . c o m

 Fire-Storm &
Water Damage Repair

Room Additions

Fredsfi xit
Machinery & Computer Repair

Phone: (616) 916-8785
Fax: (231) 733-4585

E-mail: fredsfi xit@frontier.com

Serving Industrial, Residential & Commercial

Fred Manning
Master Repair 

Technician

231-777-2658
3020 S. Mill Iron Rd. • Muskegon, MI 49444

• Carpet • Vinyl • Laminate  • Commercial Tile
• Installation • Boat Rugs • Carpet Binding

Demonizing the conservatives?
Letter to the Editor:
 We hear people on the far left comparing conservatives 
with fascists. Nothing could be further from the truth. The 
fascist, like the communist, is also a socialist. Probably the 
greatest difference is the fascist caters to a different class of 
people in his rise to power. While the fascist starts with a 
middle class and works his way up, the communist starts 
with a middle underprivileged class and works his way up, 
in his quest for power.
 Communists preach love, while fascists preach hate. In 
either case, in their quest to render the military physically 
capable of ruling the country by force, the means of pro-
duction and distribution would be put under government 
control, especially the defense industries. Also, keep in mind 
that the right to bear arms is the balance of power between 
the states and the federal government. Those who compare 
conservatives with fascists either don’t know what they are 
talking about or they are attempting to falsely demonize the 
conservative movement. 
     James E. Caldwell
     Doyle, CA

A solution to voter apathy?
Letter to the Editor:
 In speaking with people around the state, it seems that 
voter “apathy” abounds. I would like to caution everyone to 
utilize their vote in November wherever they can show sup-
port. If those who are disengaged from the political process 
do not cast a vote, not only will their voice be silenced but 
they could also see more problems for our state in the future. 
We all are responsible for keeping our legislature in check.
 We will have the honor of voting for a state constitutional 
convention as well as a constitutional amendment for our 
state in the general election. If the convention is approved, 
it could mean upwards of another $40 million in funds be-
ing required from the state budget next year. Additionally, it 
would cause more uncertainty for businesses that are thinking 
of (re)locating to our state and reduce our potential to increase 
employment rates.
 Your individual ballot is now available from the Secretary 
of State website. I encourage everyone to print a copy of their 
ballot and begin researching the candidates who are listed. In 
some races, there are more than just democratic and republican 
candidates.
 Select the candidates whom you can support and vote 
for them. There is not a requirement to vote for every item on 
the ballot and voting a straight party ticket sometimes means 
that you elect someone who really doesn’t adhere to the basic 
platform of a party (ex: RINO’s or DINO’s).
 In some states under the candidate listings, there is a 
line for “none of the above.” This allows the people to send 
a message to the party elites that they are not giving the vot-
ers the choices they want to see. We don’t have this option in 
Michigan. However, if say 30 percent of the registered voters 
go to the polls and only 10 percent of them vote for the can-
didates who are listed for a particular race, the message sent 
to the political parties will be similar.
 While the election process is far from perfect, it does give 
the citizens a voice if they use it. Whether you do or don’t vote, 
we are all ultimately responsible for those who are elected to 
offi ce either by commission or omission.
      Kay Punter
      Ravenna

Upcoming millage information
Letter to the Editor:
 Fruitport residents:
 As your fi re chief, I feel compelled to explain some issues 
regarding the upcoming vote for two renewals and a modest 
increase for fi re operations.
 Many times I have heard it said that with all the growth 
in Fruitport Township that we must be sitting on a huge sur-
plus of funds. Nothing could be further from the truth. While 
the growth and new development has resulted in an increase 
in our funding, it has not nearly kept pace with the loss of 
revenue we have experienced from cuts in state revenue shar-
ing. The folks in Lansing have slashed our share of funding 
every year over the past fi ve years. With state revenue sharing 
being the largest source of our funds, it has far outpaced the 
increases from development in the area.
 Another issue is the fact that the amount levied for fi re 
department operations has not changed since its inception 
dating back to the early ‘80s. We here in Fruitport have been 
fortunate to not have to ask voters for an increase over all 
those years. Thanks to the folks in Lansing our good fortune 
has fi nally run out. That is why we are requesting your ap-
proval for a very modest increase in the fi re funding. I simply 
ask that you carefully consider these facts when you go to the 
polls in November.
 This modest increase is crucial in assuring everyone in 
Fruitport continues to enjoy the benefi ts of our excellent ISO 
rating as well as short response times and some of the fi nest 
emergency services in Michigan.
 Please support the three ballot requests in November.
     Ken Doctor, Fire Chief

Disability advocates celebrate 
ADA’s 29th anniversary
(Submitted by Disability Connection West Michigan)
 Disability Connection celebrates the 20th anniversary 
of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The 
landmark legislation was instituted to protect the civil rights 
of individuals with disabilities. It ensures that the more than 
54 million Americans with disabilities receive the same basic 
freedoms afforded to every citizen in our country…indepen-
dence, equal access, freedom of choice, and inclusion.
 This year is a time to reaffi rm the importance of providing 
opportunities that assure full participation of people with dis-
abilities. This means involvement in community life. Children 
with disabilities have the right to safely play on playground 
equipment with other children. Adults with disabilities have 
the right to accessible voting in their local precincts with their 
neighbors and friends.
 By providing equal access to education, transportation, 
and public accommodations, we encourage a rich experience 
for all individuals. By ensuring these rights, all people, includ-
ing those with disabilities, have the opportunity to be actively 
involved in their communities and make contributions in the 
workforce and in civic life.
 Disability Connection celebrates the dignity of every 
individual. Join us in celebrating the Americans with Dis-
abilities act’s 20th anniversary. Even though there is still much 
to do, our community has made great progress in fulfi lling its 
directives.•

Jimmy O’s update/report
to sponsors
Letter to the Editor:
 First of all, thanks to all of you for your unwavering sup-
port. This has been a very satisfying year, not only for me, but 
also for the cancer survivors in Western Michigan. This past 
weekend concluded my track and fi eld competition with the 
NOCCOA Senior Games in Grand Haven for 2010.  I was 
fortunate to win seven gold medals in track and fi eld, and 
two bronze medals in other events.
 Altogether, I won 13 gold medals, two silver medals and 
two bronze medals for the season.
 Last week, I received a call from the director of the West 
Michigan Sports Commission informing me that I had been 
named “athlete of the year.” I don’t know what that all means 
as yet. 
 I am happy for all of you, my support group and the 
cancer survivors in Western Michigan. I thought at my age, 
“jaywalking” would have been the award. All of you have 
been so great to me. Thank you for coming into my life. In 
September I will stop by to see each of you and have our 
pictures taken.
 Have a great and meaningful life, everyone!
     Jimmy O’Hearn
     Fruitport

Is it called stealing? 
By Heidi Tice
 Every year, the youth groups at Fruitport Congregational 
UCC decorate pumpkins and auction them off for a fundraiser. 
Last year, the kids carved their pumpkins and dumped the 
seeds back into nature behind the parking lot. They didn’t 
realize the seeds this time would actually come to life the 
following spring. The whole church was excited and watched 
the progress of the huge pumpkin patch. This year, the youth 
group would be able to carve and auction “Holy” pumpkins 
grown on the church parking lot. Nice story so far, isn’t it?
 On Thursday, August 26, 2010, I drove past the pump-
kin patch to show it to my daughter, who had been away all 
summer. She counted the pumpkins and laughed at how they 
had grown. The very next morning, Friday, August 27, 2010, 
I walked past the patch and all of the pumpkins had been 
taken. I inquired around the church members, and everyone 
was shocked that they were gone.
 Was it stealing or just gathering something from a seem-
ingly empty lot? Do we really need to have fences to defi ne 
what land belongs to whom? Churches and community build-
ings are not occupied at all times, but does that mean you can 
trespass and take from their grounds what you please? This 
was defi nitely an act of stealing. The entire church feels a 
loss. If this thief in the night is you, I want you to understand 
this was wrong. No matter how you look at it, the church, 
the grounds, and what grows on the  grounds, belongs to the 
church. Yes, they were just pumpkins, but we still need to 
respect our neighbors and our community!•

4-H leaders, members grateful
Letter to the Editor:
 We would like to thank these judges who volunteered 
their time and talents at the Muskegon County Youth Fair 
for judging all the inanimate projects: Russ Stressman, De-
nise Thompson, Jennie Lutz, Sharon Storms, Bonnie Denhof, 
Meagan Kriger, Jennifer Gwinnup, Bill Gilbert, Jacob Paquin, 
Deb Owens, Luanna Peter, Holly Wilson, Jamie Peter, Chuck 
Lutz, Heidi Tice, and Chris Nienhuis.
 Working in the trophy rooms were Pat Stressman and Jim 
Sikkenga.
 Again, thank you so much. If not for your help, the judg-
ing would not have gone so smoothly.
                   Sandy and Kristi Kriger
                   Sullivan Township


