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In the spirit of cooperation
Letter to the Editor: 
 I love Thanksgiving. It’s a time that most of us 
pause and give thanks for family and friends, co-
workers and volunteers, neighbors, and our community. 
Thanksgiving goes beyond the turkey and the feast. It 
gives me reasons to smile and bond with my loved ones. 
I can even share a meal, my time, and my talents with 
someone I may not know. I don’t know how you do your 
Thanksgiving, but in my family, everyone shares in the 
meal preparation. We focus on the gifts each member 
brings to the table. We also invite others who are not in 
our immediate family to our gathering.
 Perhaps we should use this “Thanksgiving Table” 
as a model when we gather in our community as 
neighbors, business owners, government staff, and 
elected officials. We should consider inviting other 
strategic people to “OUR” table, and welcome all of 
them. We need to ask good questions and listen more. 
We need to look at the gifts that people can bring to 
the table, not their “limitations” or what might be 
called “deficiencies.” When people care for each other, 
they become accountable to each other. Care and 
accountability can and will make our community even 
healthier.
 Disability Connection/West Michigan is raising the 
awareness of barriers that people with disability face. 
We are battling those barriers and have been blessed 
with support from the communities we serve. Here in 
Muskegon, we were asked to join five other non-profits 
in sharing space, resources and energy at the new 
United Way of the Lakeshore Bogner Human Services 
Center.  Because of that, we have a great location, a 
healthy work environment, a completely accessible 
workspace with state of the art accommodations, and 
we have new friends. By sharing space, utilities, and 
supplies, we have been able to reduce our operational 
costs and be good stewards with the money we receive. 
For this, we’re truly thankful.

 In Newaygo County, our partnership with the 
Fremont Area Community Foundation has resulted in an 
ongoing transportation enhancement voucher program. 
We have our satellite office within the Foundation, and 
a nursing home transition program that saves Newaygo 
taxpayers money every day. We’re grateful for all of the 
support we receive in Newaygo County.
 In Oceana County, our partnership with the United 
Way of the Lakeshore, Harbor Hospice and Meditation 
and Restorative Services has resulted in a satellite 
office with shared space in the Coldwell Bank Anchor 
Real Estate location. Again, we’re reducing costs by 
sharing space. Oceana County also has a new accessible 
concrete path at the Little Point Sable Lighthouse. We 
would also like to express our thanks to the Sable Points 
Lighthouse Keepers Association (SPLKA) for this 
accessible walkway.
 And in Mason County, we have partnered with the 
City of Ludington and the whole community to raise 
funds to build an accessible walkway in Stearns Park 
Beach. The walkway will go down to the water at Lake 
Michigan. I cannot tell you how humbled we are with 
the support we have received to make this walkway a 
reality by next spring.
 We know there is still much to do to get people to 
think about the barriers that people with disabilities 
must face every day, but as we approach the holiday 
season, we are thankful for the ongoing spirit of 
cooperation among agencies, the people they serve, and 
the community as a whole. The county lines are not a 
barrier when the people of these counties decide to work 
together for mutual benefit. As we battle the barriers to 
accessibility in the year ahead, it is heartening to know 
that we will persevere because of the tremendous spirit 
shown by so many people who care.
    Susan Cloutier-Meyers
    Executive Director
    DisabilityConnection/
    West Michigan

Accessibility issues to think 
about
Letter to the Editor:
 I am a polio survivor and have used crutches for 61 
years. I had polio back in December of 1950 and have 
had a mobility disability ever since. I’ve also worked 
as an advocate for change with Disability Connection/
West Michigan. During the past six decades, I’ve learned 
a number of things about accessibility that I’d like to 
pass on.
 1. It’s best to plan ahead. If you’re planning to     
build or remodel your home:
  • Make sure that at least one entrance to your      
home has no steps.
  • Make sure at least one entrance to your home 
is at least 36” wide.
  • Make at least one bathroom with a 36” wide 
door.
  • Design the bathroom facilities so that they 
can be used by a person using a wheelchair.
 It costs less and it’s easier to do these things when 
you’re building/remodeling rather than waiting until 
you REALLY need them.
 2. It’s good to say “thank you.” Look at what your 
community has done right.
  • Are there curb cuts in the sidewalks that 
make it easier for wheelchair users, people who use 
crutches, and mothers pushing strollers? Tell your town 
leaders, “Thank You!”
  • Are there businesses with ramps that are 
accessible to people who use wheelchairs?  Tell these 
businesses, “Thank You!” 
  • Are there agencies and organizations that 
work for people with disabilities? Tell them, “Thank 
You!”
 Making our community accessible makes it better 
for everyone…visitors, residents and businesses.
 3. It’s good to be involved. If you’re looking for 
something to “get behind” choose something that will 
improve life in your community.
  • How about accessible walkways so that 
people with wheelchairs or crutches (like me) could get 
a lot closer to the water in your community? ( I really 
like what Manistee has done and what Ludington is 
doing. Because of their accessible walkways, all of us 
can enjoy more of Michigan’s beaches.)
  • How about working with planning 
committees when they’re designing parks and recreation 
areas so that playgrounds and picnic areas can include 
everyone and bathrooms are accessible?
  • How about supporting Disability 
Connections/West Michigan’s efforts to make our 
communities accessible for all people?
 *Making our community accessible makes it better 
for everyone…visitors, residents, and businesses.
     Sincerely,
     Mary Kolbe
     1660 Evanston 
 

Soldiers experience varied forms 
of training
(Submitted by area resident, Sergeant First Class Jim Sutton)
 It was a great week of training for soldiers of 
Headquarters Company  1-125th Infantry out of Flint, 
Michigan. They are currently mobilized at Camp Shelby 
Joint Force Training Center, Mississippi, to prepare for 
an upcoming deployment to Afghanistan.
 In one week’s time, they completed Counter 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED) training, and Urban 
Operations training. On the Counter IED training,  the 
soldiers learn how to identify IED’s while moving along 
routes and what to do when they encounter them. During 
the Urban Operations training, the soldiers learned 
how to shoot their weapons while moving and how to 
go from room to room in an urban environment. This 
is where they start to develop their standard Operating 
Procedures (SOP’s). This training ended in a live fire, 
where they went to what is called a “shoot house.” 
In the shoot house, the walls are bullet proof and the 
soldiers go in as a team and shoot live rounds at targets 
inside as they move from room to room, clearing the 
house. This is something all the soldiers look forward to 
because they consider this high-speed training.
 You can visit us on our social media pages to follow 
the Brigade: facebook.com/37ibct; flickr.com/37ibct 
and youtube.com/37ibct.
 As far as an update, all the men have maintained 
a high level of morale, but are looking forward to 
Christmas at home. Please continue to pray that God 
would use me to be a good leader and to be a good 
witness for Him.•


