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Horse N’ Around Riders
By Jenny Gilbert
 Three friends and three horses make up Horse N’ 
Around Riders which is the new 4-H club for three young 
riders from Fruitport.
 Alayna Gilbert (12) Isabel Fisher (13) and Jasmine 
Rodreguiz (13) formed the new club this year for the 
“love of riding and hanging around their horses.” Each 
of the girls has been training in showmanship, English, 
Western pleasure, and speed events.
 Alayna has been riding for 4 ½ years and has 
participated in 4-H for the last two years. She is working 
hard training and grooming “Magik” who is her fi ve-
year-old quarter horse thoroughbred.
 Isabel has also been riding for 4 ½ years and has 
participated in 4-H for the last two years. She likes 
hanging out and taking care of “Freedom,” her 15-year-
old quarter horse thoroughbred.
 Jasmine is the newest rider with 1 ½ years’ riding 
and one year participation in 4-H. She shows her passion 
with “Rio,” her seven-year-old Arabian quarter pony.
 All three girls and their club leader, Courtney 
Patterson, are looking forward to competing in the open 
show at the Muskegon County Fairgrounds on July 30, 
2011.
 Alayna wants to give a special thank you to Mrs. 
Joyce Harris for sharing her love of horses. “She has been 
a huge mentor to me. It’s that girl thing.”•

Horse N’ Around Riders: Freedom with 
Isabel Fisher, Rios and Jasmine Rodreguiz, Magik 
and Alayna Gilbert.

Emily Erffmeyer (14 years old) and 
Cody Gillette (16 years old) competed in the 
Amateur Trap Association Michigan State Shoot on 
Saturday, July 2. Emily placed third in the Ladies’ 
Division after shooting 200 singles, 100 doubles, 
and 100 handicap. Cody Gillette placed fi rst in the 
“C” Division for 200 singles. Emily and Cody are both 
members of the Muskegon County Marksmen 4-H 
Club which practices at the Fruitport Conservation 
Club. The Conservation Club is a huge supporter 
of the 4-H shooting sports program, and the kids 
would like to thank the club members for their 
continued support.
(Submitted by Jenny Erffmeyer)

Muskegon County Youth Fair
By Sandy Kriger and Mary Weimer
 The 84th annual Muskegon County Youth Fair is 
ready to begin on July 26 with many changes in store 
for the 2011 fair. The fair board members and many 
volunteers have been very busy moving some venues. 
This year, horses will be housed in two new barns that 
used to be used at the training track. The large 
horse barn is now being used for dairy and 
beef cattle. The small horse barn is now 
the new rabbit and poultry barn. Swine 
will stay in the previous location, but 
inanimate projects will be in the 
former beef barn. Goats and sheep 
will be housed in their usual 
location, as will the games and 
the dog show.
 Everyone is ready, just 
putting fi nishing touches on 
their projects, whether animal 
or inanimate projects. Judging 
starts Monday at 4 p.m. for 
inanimate projects and baked 
goods while the animals are being 
housed in their stalls and cages.
 Animal judging takes place all 
week, so plan on seeing as many as 
you can so you can see just what it takes 
to be a showman. Most people believe that 
the kids just put a halter on an animal or take 
it out of a cage, and off to the fair you go. 
Well, that is so wrong! Our 4-H youth put 
in hours, weeks and months of work into their projects. 
For animals, that includes walking, washing and more 
walking and washing, grooming, hair cuts and training 
before they bring them to the fair. And even after all 
that, they don’t know how the animal will act because 
of all that is going on around them.

 Plan to visit the fair at least once to see what the 
youth have done and to see all the improvements to 
make the Muskegon County Youth Fair more enjoyable 
for everyone. If you love animals, this is your free chance 
to see them up close and personal. The 4-H youth will be 
happy to answer your questions, too.  Your support of 
the fair means more to the youth of Muskegon County 

than you can imagine.
 In addition to the youth projects, 

there is the crowning of the 4-H 
royal court, tractor pulls, nightly 

musical entertainment, a talent 
show, a silent auction, the 
sheriff’s posse steak fry, 

an autocross event, a 5K 
family fun run, the baked 
goods auction and SJO 
Super Cross races. 
 Fair games will 
include “Toss the Pig,” 
an egg run, an ice cream 
eating contest, horse shoe 
toss, sack race, Pop Tart 

eating contest, “Horse Ball 
water fi ght,” “Don’t Spill the 

Beans,” a water balloon toss, 
cow pie eating contest, “Feed 

the Horse,” an egg toss, and a 
pickle peck eating contest, along with 
“Disc the Field.” The games are free 
and open to the public.
 The fair begins daily at 8 a.m.  The 

inanimate building will be open beginning at 11 a.m. 
until 8 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday; and 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. See the full Youth Fair 
schedule in this issue of FAN and plan to visit the 
Muskegon County Youth Fair!•

Kelly Olthof 
with her dog Goldie.

Karson and Hunter Kriger waiting for 
the showmanship class with their goats.

Lynn Olthof prepares to 
enter the large animal auction.

The Sack Race is a popular 
game at the fair each year.

Shooting sports competitors 
Ben Taylor, Lynn Olthof, Michael Olthof, 

Mitchell Dixon and Karson Kriger.


