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 F A N  
 WANT ADS

$10 for the first 15 words
20¢ each additional word

 Send your ad and payment  to FAN
 420 N. Third • Fruitport, MI 49415
(There is an additional charge of $2 if we need 
to send you a bill.)

FOR RENT: Werschem Community Room at the 
Fruitport District Library for private family events. For 
more information, contact Rose Dillon at the Fruitport 
Township Hall, or call 865-3151.

FURNACE REPAIR: Expert furnace mechanic, semi-
retired. I am familiar with all makes and models. Call 
any time. 24-hour service. Clip and save! Show this ad 
for discount. Call Dave at (231) 286-1193.

SENIOR HELPER: Light housekeeping, groceries, 
errands, etc. Also respite care. Sixteen years’ experience. 
Call Monica at (231) 747-7253.

C-SNIP is offering a special $20 spay/neuter of Pit 
Bull and Pit Bull mix dogs for the month of September. 
The offer includes FREE rabies vaccination and FREE 
microchip. Limit of 2 dogs per household and the 
dog must weigh 40 pounds or more. Intended for low 
income residents of West. Michigan.
 For more information or transportation, call Heaven 
Can Wait (231) 737-5644 or C-Snip (616) 455-8220.

Shirts, Posters, travel mugs, Ipad Covers, etc.
www.zazzle.com/hhwdesigns  

Harry and Heidi Wojahn

Local West Michigan 
Photography 
Merchandise

Jessen Law Office, PLC
Scott E. Jessen

Attorney and Counselor at Law
Criminal • Civil • Family Law 

FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTATION
616-638-0849
345 Main Street, Suite E
Coopersville, MI 49415

Read Books Online FREE!

www.cybercrayon.net/readingroom

Check out our NEW RELEASE, 
the well-loved classic chronicling 

the life of a horse, 
“Black Beauty” 

Also, find selected rhymes from 
“The Real Mother Goose” 

illustrated by Blanche Fisher Wright !

SEE IT...REPORT IT!
 (722-7463)

MUSKEGON COUNTY SILENT OBSERVER

Call 72-CRIME

Gifts for kids 
       & grandkids!

Buy gifts & 
collectable items 

Featuring Cuddly Critters™ 
cute cartoon animal designs!

Order 

Today!

www.cuddlycritters.net

Those who need food, call 
Love INC 777-3905

They will arrange for you to pick the 
food up at a local food pantry.

Cuddly Critters™ cute cartoon animal designs!

Visit us online:
« »Satisfaction guaranteed!   Secure online ordering!

www.cuddlycritters.net

Order 

Today! Stylish Gear for school!
• Journals for writing or drawing in!
•Tote Bags to carry books!
• Decorate lockers with Magnets & Calendars!

Organ donor registry grows 
under new program
(Submitted by the Michigan Department of State) 
 More than 44,000 Michigan residents registered as 
organ, tissue and eye donors during August, setting a 
record for the most sign-ups in a month and continuing 
the state’s unprecedented surge in registrations.
 “We are thrilled,” said Richard Pietroski, CEO of Gift 
of Life Michigan, the state’s organ and tissue recovery 
organization. “This demonstrates the commitment the 
people of our state have to saving and improving lives. 
And it also shows what can be accomplished when the 
Secretary of State, Gift of Life and our partners like 
the Michigan Eye-Bank join forces in this important 
mission.”
 Michigan is ranked 44th in the country in terms 
of registrations with 2.3 million residents registered 
as donors –– less than one-third of the state’s adult 
population. Each organ donor has the potential to 
save eight lives and enhance the lives of as many as 50 
patients.
 Any residents interested in joining the registry 
may sign up at the Secretary of State website at www.
Michigan.gov/sos. Doing so only takes a minute or two. 
Signing the back of your driver’s license does not enroll 
you in the registry.
 Donors will receive a heart sticker for their license 
to indicate their membership on the Michigan Organ 
Donor Registry. Those getting a new driver’s license 
will have a permanent heart symbol on their license.•

Fruitport Village residents: 
inspect your mailbox
(Submitted by Fruitport Village Council) 
 While the weather is still nice outside the Fruitport 
Village Council encourages all residents to inspect their 
mailboxes. The council’s policy is to replace/repair 
mailboxes during the snow season only when they have 
been hit and have paint on them from the snowplow. 
Now is also a good time to inspect your mailbox to 
insure that it is secured to the mailbox post. The council 
also would encourage residents to check the appearance 
of their mailboxes and paint them if necessary.
 Additionally, if you have paper tubes that you no 
longer use, we ask that you remove them. Painting 
mailboxes and removing paper tubes that you no longer 
use will go a long ways to improve the appearance of 
our community. Thank you from the Fruitport Village 
Council.•

Local young artist attends 
Interlochen
(Submitted by Interlochen Center for the Arts) 

Elaina Burress, 15, of Muskegon, was accepted 
through audition and recently attended Interlochen 
Arts Camp, the world’s premier summer arts program 
for aspiring artists. Elaina is the daughter of Tim and 
Kathy Burress and the granddaughter of Alyce and Dick 
McLaughlin of Fruitport. She studied Singer/Songwrit-
ing at the camp.

Elaina will be a sophomore at Reeths Puffer High 
School where she participates in her school choir and 
talent shows. This summer, she opened for Sweet Lou 
and the Savages at the Heritage Festival in Spring Lake. 
She enjoys writing music, playing tennis, and hopes to 
take part in high school musicals this coming school 
year.•

How depressing is this!
Letter to the Editor:
 For those of you who are on Medicare, read this 
article. It is about the monthly amount of money you 
are going to pay in Medicare premiums in 2011 and 
2012, and the huge increase you will pay in 2013. It is a 
short but important article.
 “Congress will not allow an increase in the social 
security COLA (cost of living adjustment); however, 
the per person monthly Medicare insurance premium 
will be increased from the 2009 premium of $96.40 to 
$104.20 in 2012; $120.20 for the year 2013; and increases 
to a wonderful $247.00 in 2014.”
 Congress also gave themselves a $3,000 a month 
cost of living adjustment!
 Thank you, Obamacare!
     R. A. Shackles
     Muskegon

Muskegon County Garden Club 
programs
By Alice Pasarela
 The Muskegon County Garden Club members and 
guests meet at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 1655 W. 
Norton Avenue in Muskegon on the third Monday of 
each month. Social time begins at 11:30 a.m. with lunch 
served at noon. The cost is $6 per person. A business 
meeting follows the program.
 On October 17, James Loe of Funny Farm 
Organic Produce will speak on community-supported 
agriculture and how it works. On November 21, Bunker 
Middle School principal Paul Kurdziel will speak about 
the community garden project of his middle school 
students.
 For more information, call (231) 755-4409 or (231) 
798-7622 or visit muskegoncountygardenclub.net. 
The club welcomes new members and visitors. The 
Muskegon County Garden Club is a member of the 
Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc. and the National Garden 
Clubs, Inc.•

Renew license plates, licenses 
online through your birthday 
(Submitted by The Michigan Department of State)
 Michigan motorists can now renew vehicle license 
plate registrations online right up through their 
birthday, eliminating the need to make a last-minute 
trip to a branch office.
 Previously, vehicle owners were advised not to 
renew online with less than two weeks to go before 
their birthday. This allowed time for the customers’ 
registration and license plate tabs to arrive in the mail 
by the time the old one expired.
 In many cases, by the time customers remembered 
to renew and went online, it was too late and they were 
required to make a last-minute trip to a branch office to 
obtain their new tabs and registration.
 As a result of the new policy vehicle owners can 
conveniently renew online at www.Michigan.gov/sos 
up through the last minute of their birthday. Upon 
completion of the transaction, they will be able to 
print off a temporary registration document to keep in 
their vehicle as proof until they receive their tabs and 
registration in the mail, usually within 7 to 10 days. It is 
critical that motorists carry their temporary registrations 
with them as proof of their transactions.
 Because of current contraints in the state’s 
computer system, customers renewing multiple license 
plate registrations must print or save each registration 
individually before beginning their next transaction.•

The bread 
By Dorothy Anna Birkholz
 On September 11, I celebrated my 93rd birthday. 
Most of us older folks remember and talk about things 
that happened many years ago.
 I was telling my nieces and nephews some of these 
stories, and they liked the story of the bread. 
 My mom and dad told me about this when I was 
about 12 years old, and I thought it was funny. Mom 
was 18 and dad was 23 when they got married. Mom 
was a good housekeeper and cook, but she had never 
baked bread.
 Dad often mentioned that he liked homemade white 
bread. One day, mom thought she would surprise dad 
and bake bread. She said she got a recipe and started 
mixing the dough. All the while, she was thinking of 
how surprised dad would be when he came home for 
dinner.
 Dad was really surprised and said the bread looked 
and smelled good. When they sat down to eat their 
dinner, Dad took the knife to slice the bread. He said 
he could not cut it, so he got a sharper knife, but that 
would not cut it, either.  Mom felt so bad that she cried. 
Dad told her the next time it would be better, but she 
still felt bad.
 Dad was a butcher, and his boss had a horse and 
buggy for delivering orders. Dad had the job of feeding 
and cleaning the horse and barn. He said the horse liked 
bread and sweet rolls. He took a hatchet to the barn and 
chopped the bread. He put it in the horse trough and 
the horse went over and smelled it. Then he gave a big 
sniff and shook his head and walked away. He wanted 
no part of it. Dad took a shovel and dug a hole behind 
the barn and buried the bread. He could not keep from 
laughing when he told mom, and then she really did cry 
and said she would never bake bread again.
 She told a friend what had happened, and then 
found out what was wrong. When mom kneaded the 
dough, it stuck to her hands, so she kept adding flour. 
So there was the problem –– too much flour.
 Many years passed by before mom tried to bake 
bread again. It was always delicious when she didn’t 
add more flour. The bread story went on long after, as 
it was told to all the family and friends. Mom never did 
find it very funny.
 Every time I baked bread, I thought of my mom 
and how she must have felt, but I still had to chuckle.• 


