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Shettler School
Every Thursday
8:15 - 9:15 am
3:15-4:15 pm
7:00 - 8:00 pm

Giving gift certifi cates for Christmas?
Don’t drive around and use your gas -

Fruitport Community Schools
sells gift certifi cates for 100’s of nationwide retailers

They are sold at face value - so it doesn’t cost you anything 
and you can help the school earn money!

We have one stop shopping!
Call Sue 773-4378 or Gayle 733-9562 
for more information or if you have questions.

AppleBee’s • Barnes & Noble • Bath & Body Works • Bed Bath & Beyond • Best Buy • Buffalo Wild Wings • Burger Crest • Burger King • Chili’s • Chuck E. Cheese
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Edgewood School
Every Tuesday
8:15 - 9:15 am
3:15-4:15 pm
7:00 - 8:00 pm

The GOMuskegon! 
Community 

mobile app is here! 

Download it today 
for iPhone and 

Android.

www.muskegon.org

  opies & More
Small Business Services

420 N. Third Ave., Fruitport, MI 49415  •  Phone: (231) 865-6370  •  Fax: (231) 865-6970  •  EMAIL: copiesfruitport@frontier.com

Mariann Cooper - Manager

• Color Copies
• Business Cards
• Typesetting
• Carbonless
   Forms

• Laminating
• Envelopes
• Letterhead
• Rubber Stamps
• Offi ce Supplies

The Fruitport area’s source for:
• Binding
• Notary
• Fax
• and more...

Stop in soon! Mariann Cooper - ManagerHOURS: M-F  11:00 - 3:00

Gifts for kids 
       & grandkids!

Buy gifts & 
collectable items 

Featuring Cuddly Critters™ 
cute cartoon animal designs!

Order 

Today!

www.cuddlycritters.net

MICHIGANMICHIGAN
Souvenirs

T-Shirts, Tote Bags, Calendar Prints, 
Greeting Cards, Magnets & more!

www.cybercrayon.net/store

Souvenirs

Read Books Online FREE!
Check out selected rhymes from 

“The Real Mother Goose” 
with wonderful illustrations by 

Blanche Fisher Wright !

NEW RELEASE: the well-loved 
classic by Charles Dickens, 

“A Christmas Carol”

FREE Printable Activities — Fun for the whole family!

www.cybercrayon.net/readingroom

ALSO, READ:

Open position on library board
By Fan staff
 Due to the resignation of Anne Nichols, a position 
is open on the Fruitport District Library Committee, 
which oversees the Fruitport branch of the Muskegon 
Area District Library. 
 The position must be fi lled by a Fruitport Township 
resident. If you would like to apply for the position, 
please submit a letter of interest to Rose Dillon, chairper-
son at the Fruitport Township Hall, 6543 Airline Road, 
by January 8, 2013.•

New pastor welcomed at 
Edgewood Lutheran Church
(Submitted by Edgewood Lutheran Church)
 Edgewood Lutheran Church, ELCA in Fruitport, is 
excited to welcome Reverend Jessica Rivera-Walker as 
their new pastor.
 Pastor Rivera-Walker received her Masters of Di-
vinity from Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota and 
was ordained into the ministry of Word and Sacrament 
in January, 2006. Pastor Rivera-Walker and her husband 
(also a Lutheran pastor) come to Michigan from Omaha, 
Nebraska where she served as an associate pastor for a 
small suburban congregation.
 On transitioning to Edgewood, she says, “I am so 
excited to be here at Edgewood. This congregation is alive 
with love and hospitality and has so much to share with 
the community of Fruitport and beyond. I can’t wait to 
see where the Spirit leads us!”
 You can fi nd Pastor Rivera-Walker leading worship 
every Sunday at 10 a.m. and every Monday between 9 
a.m. and noon in the church offi ce at 2525 Pontaluna Road 
in Fruitport; by phone at (231) 865-3300 or by email at 
revirw@gmail.com.•

Shedding a tear
By Reverend R.A. Shackles
 A week or so ago, in the evening, after giving up 
on TV football (too much of it these days!), I joined my 
wife as she was watching a Christmas movie on her TV. 
Mostly, I am not a movie watcher, but I quickly found 
myself enjoying the fi lm. It was an old “tear-jerker” 
–– a broken family, an abandoned boy, an unemployed 
mother losing her home, etc. –– all the “stages” in a classic 
tear-jerker. As the fi lm went on, I was engrossed –– even 
though, of course, I knew just about perfectly how it was 
going to end –– tears and joy all around as Christmas 
worked its magic. Everyone happy, even the “meanie” 
got his just desserts.
 The conclusion proved me a liar in insisting I never 
cry at “these things,” let alone watch them. I was indeed 
all dewy-eyed, as was my wife. We laughed self-con-
sciously to each other as we wiped our tears away. I ac-
knowledged to my wife that I certainly knew the ending, 
but even so, it “got to me.”  She agreed it had gotten to 
her, too. I added, “Yes! You know the ending, but what a 
relief to have pleasant emotional reactions rather than the 
usual disgust with virtually pornographic sex, mayhem 
and unearthly weirdness!” She agreed.
 Thinking about it, I decided there is a lot to be said 
for “tear-jerkers.” They may be, often are, overly melo-
dramatic. You can reject them as cheaply sentimentalist. 
You can ridicule them. But they have about them a genu-
ine quality that, in fact, is the substance of Christianity, 
surely of Christmas itself.  And do we ever get tired of 
the Christian story of God so loving the world that He 
gave His Son, as a precious baby, to guarantee to us, that, 
indeed, there is a happy ending to the story; that such a 
sure hope is the essence of the story?
 Do these tear-jerkers take advantage of our emotions 
of Christmas? Do they make money on them? Of course, 
they do. But so what? Regardless of such concerns, does 
not Christmas call us to sing with the angels? To praise 
God that in His gracious love He promises us a happy 
ending to earthly life –– and then makes it real by draw-
ing us all in all the joys of Christmas. And isn’t that the 
point of these Christmas tear-jerkers? Don‘t they refl ect 
the ultimate story of Christmas hope? Doesn’t the story 
of Christmas warrant our tears of sorrow and joy in all 
that the incarnation, the Nativity of Christ, means? It is 
the story of a beautiful baby boy born in less than aristo-
cratic plenty. It is the story of all the hope that the Babe 
of Bethlehem ultimately makes good!
 The tear-jerkers, in their way, are all playing varying 
tunes on the fundamental orchestral theme Luke portrays 
in his especially beautiful version of fi rst Christmas, a 
fact that is repeatedly “fi rst” every year! Seen in this way, 
we say enjoy the tear-jerkers! And thank God there are 
still some fi lm makers who understand how Christmas 
does “play out” in human experience. They are worth 
tears, just like the ones in my eyes and heart every time 
I hear read the Lucan Gospel at Christmas worship. So 
bring them on and I’ll shed my whole bunch of tears. It 
will make my Christmas all the more understandable 
–– better yet fi lled with tears. A grown man crying over 
a Christmas movie? You bet! Join me! I’ll always have 
plenty of tissues waiting. Have a thrilling Christmas! 
Shed a tear!•


