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Fruitport woman nominated as 
Woman of Accomplishment
(Submitted by the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club) 
 Each year, the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 
recognizes area women who serve as role models in their 
community.
 This year, Patricia “Pat” Stressman is one of the eight 
women to be recognized in the awards ceremony and 
luncheon.
 Pat is a participant in the Young Life Program for 
teens in the Tri-City area. She is an officer for the Band 
Parents Board, working with parents and students for 
band fundraisers. She is involved with Fruitport Com-
munity School board as a member and its secretary, the 
Fruitport Lioness and Lions clubs, and the Fruitport 
Congregational Church UCC. She works in many ca-
pacities there, including directing the food pantry. She 
has worked with the Old Fashioned Days program for 
many years, scheduling all of the workers; helped with 
the 5K-10K race registration, and chairs the Community 
Marketplace. Pat is the treasurer of the Grand West Asso-
ciation of the Michigan Conference of the United Church 
of Christ, which oversees approximately 27 churches.
 She was nominated by Rose Dillon who says, “Pat is 
an amazing woman of many talents. Her passion entails 
helping family, community, and church to be the best it 
can be.”•

Fruitport Lions Club brightens 
Christmas 
By Sue Johnson, Fruitport Lions Club president
 The Fruitport Lions Club held two wonderful 
Christmas events this year for families and children in 
the Fruitport community. Old Fashioned Christmas in 
Pomona Park provided the community with 29 beau-
tifully lit trees. To the delight of the children, Santa 
miraculously landed his sleigh in the park, although 
there was no snow in sight.
 He took note of their lists of presents and gave each 
one a candy cane. The middle school choir, the high 
school choir, and the Sweet Adelines sang Christmas 
carols for the 400 who attended. There was a cardboard 
sled design competition and cookies and hot chocolate 
were served.
 The Christmas Wish Tree program was also a huge 
success, providing 450 needy children in Fruitport with 
the toys and clothing items on their wish lists. Thirty-
nine food baskets were given to area families, all in the 
spirit of giving this Christmas season.
 Many thanks to Casting Technology, Ye Old Tav-
ern, Suzi’s Village Inn, Versatility Hair Salon, Pin Crest 
Lanes, the Journey Church, and 5/3 Bank for hosting 
the wish trees made by area children and adorned with 
paper decorations containing the children’s wish lists. 
The Lions Club committee would also like to thank 
Meijer, Toys for Tots, Lee Manufacturing, Diversified 
Builders, Fruitport Storage, the Fruitport Regulators, 
Fruitport Barbershop and the generous support of the 
Fruitport community for making these children and 
their families know the joy of this Christmas season.
 The Wish Tree event was featured on FOX television 
(Channel 17) on December 18 and 19 as the gifts were 
being wrapped and readied for delivery.•

POSITIVE THINGS HAPPENING IN FRUITPORT
Fruitport Christian Reformed 
Church grateful for more room
(Submitted by Fruitport Christian Reformed Church)
 The sign in front of Fruitport Christian Reformed 
Church recently read “Expanding God’s family room.” 
That’s a great summary of what’s going on with the 
building project happening at 3520 Pontaluna Road.
 The facility expansion was approved by the con-
gregation in the spring of 2011, and the work, which 
got underway early last fall, should be wrapping up 
during the month of April. Pastor Bob Pohler cheerfully 
reports, “The building addition doubles the size of our 
family room and will also add two classrooms and new 
restrooms. The kitchen facilities will also be expanded 
and updated. This will meet several key needs, which 
the congregation has been facing in recent years. Those 
needs showed up on three Wednesday nights each month 
when we offer a free supper for the congregation and the 
community. Each time, extra tables had to be set up in the 
hallway because the family room was overflowing with 
people. Then after supper, the youth programs would be 
cramped.”
 Community members are warmly welcomed to 
share the free suppers on the second, third and fourth 
Wednesdays of the month. The meals, which will resume 
after the construction is complete, are served from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Several congregational members love to do 
“kitchen ministry,” and they prepare simple but delicious 
meals, which include homemade desserts. “One thing 
our congregation is good at is eating together,” says Pas-
tor Bob. After the meal, kids from the community and 
church participate in the girls’ club called GEMS (Girls 
Everywhere Meeting the Savior), or the boys’ club called 
Cadets. One of the new classrooms is designated for the 
girls. The boys already have rooms equipped with power 
tools for their projects.
 The other new classroom will become the new youth 
room for use by the senior youth group on Sunday eve-
nings; the junior youth group on Sunday afternoons; as 
well as the high school Sunday school class. “Our previ-
ous youth room was tiny, and we hope this new space 
will be welcoming not only to our own students, but also 
to their friends from school and the neighborhood,” says 
Pohler.
 The project was possible because of the dedication of 
members who gave faithfully over the past years to the 
church’s building fund. After taking careful inventory 
of what the most pressing needs for ministry were, the 
congregation evaluated several concept drawings, and 
chose this plan as the one that was both practical and 
affordable. The facility also fits well with the church’s 

“personality.” You don’t need to be special to belong 
here. This is a place for ordinary people with ordinary 
problems looking for God’s grace and truth among a 
welcoming group of Christians,” reflects Pohler. “Almost 
anybody could feel at home here.”
 Worship is at 9:30 Sunday mornings and also at 6 
p.m. on Sunday evenings. Services have a “family feel,” 
and evening worship is small and casual. “We know it 
can be scary to come to church, especially if you’ve been 
away for awhile, so we try to keep the barriers low. Our 
arms and hearts are always open, and we try to keep the 
truth about Jesus clear and relevant. The welcome mat is 
always out and folks can call the church at 865-6548 with 
any questions.•

Word of Hope community center 
and store nearing completion
By FAN staff
 There is excitement in the air for the congregation of 
Word of Hope Church, 284 N. Third Avenue in Fruitport. 
The community center and second-hand store that sat 
next to the church went up in flames last August. “It was 
a devastating blow to all of us and to the community,” 
said Pastor John Koedyker. “Many people depended 
upon the ministry of the store, and the whole community 
was impacted.”

 But as the congregation has seen, God had purposes 
far beyond what they could have imagined. A beauti-
ful new community center and store, which began to 
be rebuilt the week of Thanksgiving, is now nearing 
completion. “The weather has been great so things have 
been able to keep moving forward,” said Joanne Fielstra, 
a member of the congregation and director of the former 
“Clothes Encounters of the Used Kind.”
 The new and modern building is well equipped, and 
will serve the needs of the 21st century much better than 
the previous facility. Both the store and the fellowship hall 
are slightly larger than before and there is more room for 
storage. The hall will be available for rent to members of 
the community for receptions, parties and meetings at a 
reasonable fee.
 The congregation is looking forward to using the 
building on Easter Sunday, April 8, for the first time. 
Sometime after that, the store will open, and be able to 
once again serve the needs of the community.
 “We are very excited to soon be able once again to 
serve the community with reasonable second-hand items. 
With the state of the present economy, we know our store 
has been missed. We can’t wait to open up again!” the 
pastor said.
 The congregation is also asking for help in coming 
up with a new name for the second-hand store in place 
of “Clothes Encounters of the Used Kind,” which has a 
definite “eighties” sound to it. So, if you have an idea 
for a new “21st” Century” sounding name, send it to the 
church at 284 N. Avenue, Fruitport, MI 49415 or email 
fielj@aol.com.•
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