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What Europe and America have 
in common
Letter to the Editor:
 Europe and the U.S.A. have many things in common, 
one of which noted currently is the massive debt crisis 
both are experiencing because of politicians who fail to 
learn from history. George Santayana noted that those 
who fail to learn from the mistakes of the past are doomed 
to repeat them. In both Europe and the United States, 
power-hungry politicians have been trying to buy votes 
with money we don’t have, taxing not only this genera-
tion but every generation in the future, guaranteeing a 
lower standard of living for our children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
 These short-sighted politicos, thinking only of the 
present, seem to think they can go on forever, steadily 
increasing the public debt, by just printing more and more 
money without an equal increase in goods and services, 
hoping to fi nd someone to buy our consequently less and 
less valuable bonds. As history has repeatedly shown 
us, this does not work. Every society that has tried this 
has collapsed. A prime example is the Soviet Union. If 
socialism were a better system, we would all be speaking 
Russian. Previously democratic civilizations and nations 
that have tried this have collapsed into dictatorship. Some 
noteworthy examples are the Greeks, the Romans, and 
the post-World War I Weimar Republic of Germany, the 
latter printing so much money that its currency became 
virtually worthless, bankrupting the country, and re-
sulting in the establishment of Hitler’s Nazi (National 
Socialist) party dictatorship that brought on the horrors 
of World War II.
 It’s time to rid ourselves of such history-ignoring, 
out-of-touch-with-reality, power-mad politicians, ousting 
them from power, and never let them in offi ce again.
     Harold Bob Jones
     Blair, Oklahoma

A chance to make a difference
Letter to the Editor:
 I’ve lived, worked, and “played” in Muskegon for 
decades. I’ve been a wife, mother, commissioner, and 
mayor. There are so many things that this community 
has given me. It’s a great place to visit, but even a better 
place to live!
 Christmas has passed and 2012 is upon us. There 
are some “wishes” that Santa may still be working on 
for me, but I’ve always been a person who believes that 
if people in our community all work together, “Wishes 
can become reality.” So here’s my Community Wish List 
for 2012 and my suggestions (in italics) on how, working 
together, we can make these wishes come true.
 I wish that the doors at the mall and Art Van were 
accessible so that when I went there with my husband 
we would not have to struggle to open them. (We should 
mention to the manager how diffi cult it is to get in to their 
beautiful business; how we’d come to shop more often if it was 
easier to get in.)

I wish that the Pere Marquette accessible beach 
walkway went all the way down to our beautiful Lake 
Michigan. Then all of my friends and family who use 
wheelchairs and walkers could more easily put their 
toes into the water. I can only imagine the expression of 
delight on their faces when they experience that moment. 
(We should contact our city commissioners or go to a com-
mission meeting and bring this to their attention. We should 
explain how it will make the beach an even more desirable 
destination for everyone.)

I wish that the Frauenthal Theater had more acces-
sible seating so that we’d never worry that there would 
be a spot for a wheelchair user to sit with friends and 
family for a performance or an event. (We should become 
a part of their building planning committee.)

I wish that every polling precinct was completely 
accessible so that no matter what the disability, every 
registered voter could comfortably cast a vote in the 
next election. (We should compliment the workers and clerks 
who’ve made sure precincts are accessible, and have those 
precincts that aren’t contact their county clerk or Disability 
Connection to see what they can do.)

I wish that any organization that has training on 
cultural diversity would be sure that the training con-
tains a section on disability culture. (We can call Disability 
Connection. They would present or incorporate a disability 
sensitivity training that would make the cultural diversity 
training more valuable to the organization.)

I wish that the ADA (Americans with Disabilities 
Act) would be a part of what we think about when we are 
doing any project or program. I’m an African-American 
woman who lived through the Civil Rights movement, 
and I know that when we all work together, we can 
make changes … so we can make sure that people with 
disabilities have the same access to goods and services 
as anybody else. (We need to always be aware that “acces-
sibility” affects everyone, and as we age, it will affect us even 
more. We need to notice what is accessible and compliment 
those responsible; we need to notice what is not accessible and 
work to change that.)
 I wish that all people (no matter what their color, 
gender, or disability) would be seen fi rst for their abili-
ties, not their challenges. Just as we are making strides 
to see the person before the color, my wish is that we 
would see the person before the wheelchair…that we 
would see what that person can do before we focus on 
their limitations. (We should look fi rst at who the person is 
… not their color, gender, or disability.)

So that’s my Community Wish List for 2012. Do you 
have wishes I didn’t mention? If you’re ready to work 
together with me, call Disability Connection at (231) 
722-0088, and they’ll set us up. I’m looking forward to 
hearing from you!
     Blanche M. Smith
     Muskegon

Seven billion and counting
By Troy Marshall
(Troy Marshall is a rancher and contributing editor to 
BEEF Cow-Calf Weekly)
(Courtesy, Beef Magazine, December,  2011)
 “Last week, the world’s population hit another 
milestone –– 7 billion people. The United Nations 
(UN) projects that the world population will reach 
8 billion by 2025, and 10 billion by 2083. What’s 
more, life expectancy in the world has risen from 
48 years in 1950 to 69 years today, the UN says.
 “While China remains the world’s most popu-
lous country at 1.34 billion people, India has closed 
the gap (1.2 billion) and is expected to gain the top 
ranking by 2020, thanks to India’s higher birth rate 
and three decades of strict family-planning rules in 
China. In fact, China’s population is projected to 
begin shrinking in 2027, and could be smaller than 
it is today by 2050, some demographers predict.
  “The U.S. is the world’s third-most popu-
lous country, but a very distant third. Our growth 
rate is one of the highest among industrialized 
nations, but it’s growing due to immigration.
 “The real engine of the world’s population 
growth is in Africa, which features both the world’s 
highest birth rates and the deepest poverty. Africa 
will be a huge contributor to a world population 
that experts say will hit 12 billion by 2050.  In fact, 
the UN Population Fund reports that in Burundi, 
Uganda and the rest of sub-Saharan Africa, the 
regional population of nearly 900 million could 
reach 2 billion in 40 years, accounting for half the 
projected global population growth over that span. 
Most of that growth is expected to come in Africa’s 
cities, the Associated Press reports.
 “All this means that in less than 40 years, the 
world will have to increase food production by 
40%. That means producing more food from the 
same amount of land and with less water. It also 
means using the grazing lands of the world to con-
vert sunlight into protein, which will fall solely on 
ruminant livestock production.
 “This kind of production growth not only de-
mands the increased use of technology in agricul-
ture, but also has caused a new realization within 
the environmental movement. That movement is 
starting to grasp that the use of these technologies is 
no longer considered a threat but a vital component 
in ensuring that open spaces and the environment 
are maintained.
 “Modern agriculture has been vilifi ed by many 
on the left, which has spawned and helped fuel 
the growth of the natural, organic and local food 
movements. But those technologies aren’t as effi -
cient. People are increasingly accepting the notion 
that the best tool to feed the world in a sustainable 
way that protects the environment and feeds the 
world economically and effi ciently is high-yield 
conventional agriculture.
 “Those who once saw us as the problem are 
now increasingly seeing modern agriculture as the 
solution.”•

Economic troubles 
By Harry Wojahn 
 We all know that our present economy is really 
shaky and needs some serious help to fi x all the problems 
brought on by previous administrations in the White 
House.
 Our new president, Barak Obama, has had his hands 
full in the time that he has been in offi ce and he is try-
ing his best to fi x a lot of problems with the economy 
and keep all of his campaign promises. In my opinion, I 
personally think that the president is doing a terrifi c job 
trying his best to fi x all the problems there are with the 
economy. He does have his plate full from many of the 
previous administrations.
 I would like to take a second to say, “Keep up the 
great work, Mr. President.” Hopefully he is able to repair 
all (or as many as possible) of the problems before the 
next administration. I also hope the next administration, 
in the next four-year term, is able to fi ll Mr. Obama’s shoes 
if he is not re-elected.
 And on another note, President Obama has been 
making quite a bit of headway in the war against terror-
ism. In his time in offi ce, he has been able to take down 
several major terrorist leaders who threaten our way 
of life, like Osama Bin Laden. It is a lot easier for many 
Americans to sleep at night now that these major terror-
ists are out of the picture.
 I just saw a story about the president saying on the 
news that by this Christmas, he will be pulling all of our 
troops out of Iraq after our nine-year mission to free the 
people of Iraq from a dictator. Our job is done over there, 
and now is the time to hand the reigns of the country 
back to the citizens who live there. 
 Again, I would like to thank our president on a job 
well done in his time in offi ce and I am sure if he is voted 
back in for a second term that he will continue to do an 
amazing job.•

Michigan House votes to protect 
Highland Park students
(Submitted by Michigan House of Representatives)
 The Michigan House took a stand for the students 
of the Highland Park School District by approving leg-
islation that will allow them to continue their education 
despite gross mismanagement by the school district over 
the last several years.
 Passage of House Bill 4445 will pay a per-pupil 
allowance through the end of this school year for neigh-
boring districts that absorb the remaining students at 
Highland Park.
 “I am very disappointed by the several years of 
poor decision making by the Highland Park School Dis-
trict,” said state Representative Amanda Price, R-Park 
Township. “The district has no excuse for the lack of 
accountability to the parents and kids they serve, and 
quick action was necessary to protect the education of 
the students.”
 The Highland Park School District is among the 
highest-funded in the state at approximately $14,000 per 
student, but years of poor fi nancial decisions resulted in 
the school district spending roughly $16,000 per student 
and misspent a $4 million hardship loan, leading to their 
inability to pay faculty and staff.•

Yellow perch purge a harmful 
algal toxin, according to NOAA
(Submitted by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration)
 Great Lakes perch lovers will fi nd good 
news in a new NOAA study that shows yellow perch 
effi ciently eliminate a harmful algal toxin from their 
tissues. The fi ndings suggest that unless the fi sh are 
caught during a toxic algal bloom, eating them will 
not likely expose people to unsafe levels of the toxin 
known as microcystin.
 The study, by scientists at NOAA’s Great 
Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory (GLERL) in 
Ann Arbor and Wayne State University, is now online 
in the journal, Marine Drugs: www.mdpi.com/1660-
3397/9/12/2553/.
 Perch are one of the most popular fi sh caught 
by commercial and recreational fi shers in the Great 
Lakes –– and one of the most frequently consumed. In 
recent years, however, their habitat has experienced 
more frequent blooms of microcystin-produced algae. 
When humans consume contaminated food or water, 
microcystin can cause liver damage and gastroin-
testinal symptoms, such as vomiting, diarrhea, and 
stomach cramping. The World Health Organization 
recommends a certain limit on a person’s daily intake 
of microcystin.•

Sandy Hackett’s Rat Pack 
Show coming to town
(Submitted by the Frauenthal Theater)
 The Frauenthal Center for the Performing Arts 
in downtown Muskegon is pleased to welcome 
Sandy Hackett’s Rat Pack Show on Friday, March 
16, at 7:30 p.m.
 Celebrating 50 years of The Rat Pack, Sandy 
Hackett’s Rat Pack Show has been hailed as the next 
best thing to seeing the Rat Pack themselves.
 Sandy (the daughter of the late, legendary co-
median, Buddy Hackett) performs as Joey Bishop. 
Other performers include: Lisa Miller (Bishop’s 
wife and daughter of legendary songwriter Ron 
Miller), David DeCosta (Frank Sinatra), Dezmond 
Meeks (Sammy Davis, Jr.) and Tony Basile (Dean 
Martin). The musical team is led by Maestro Chris-
topher Hardin and conductor/drummer, Ryan 
Rose. 
 The Rat Pack Show is currently performing 
nightly in Las Vegas at the Riviera Hotel and Ca-
sino. The comedy is fresh and new, allowing audi-
ences to experience the Rat Pack as if they showed 
up in today’s world.
 Ticket prices range from $19 to $30, all seats re-
served. Tickets are on sale at all Star Tickets outlets 
and the Frauenthal Box Offi ce. Box Offi ce hours are 
11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday. Charge by phone at 1-800-585-3737. 
For more information, call Linda Medema at (231) 
332-4103 or visit www.frauenthal.org.•


