Mecosta archery tournament
prepares 4H shooters for fair

By Owen M. Lynch, 5th Grade, Ravenna
The Muskegon County Marksman 4-H Club was
represented at the ﬁrst annual Mecosta County 4H Archery Tournament. It was held at the On Target Archery
Range on Saturday, March 24. There were 40 kids who
participated in the tournament from six different clubs.
The Muskegon club members who participated were
Owen and Parker Lynch. 3D archery is where you shoot
lifelike animals with your bow. Target archer is where
you shoot plain round targets. There were divisions for
Cloverbuds through Seniors.
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Parker and Owen Lynch

We had a great time shooting our bows and meeting
new people.
They had many 3D targets, including Bigfoot, frogs,
two-headed pigs, dinosaurs, pink animals, and many
more. They also had a Turcoon, which is a turkey/raccoon mix. There were over 30 different 3D targets.
Parker Lynch placed third in target and fourth in 3D.
Owen Lynch placed third in 3D and fourth in target.•

Looking back on 100 years

By Krystle Wagner
Growing older wasn’t something Marge Ford spent
time thinking about or discussing; she just lived each
day. It would come as no surprise, then, that she woke
up on March 8 not feeling any different, though it was
an important day.
On March 8, Ford celebrated her 100th birthday with

family and staff members at Chestnut Fields Retirement
Living, where she has been living for the past four years.
Ford’s daughter and stepdaughter planned a surprise
for her milestone birthday. Throughout the day, relatives from near and far stopped by to wish her a “happy
birthday” and enjoy a slice of birthday cake. One special
birthday gift came all the way from Washington, D.C.
–– a letter from President and Mrs. Obama.
“When you think of all those people in the United
States and one little person gets (a letter), that’s pretty
good,” Ford said.
Chestnut Fields Assisted Living Life Enrichment
Coordinator Amy Cumings, said it was wonderful to
see Ford showered with love from the many people she’s
made an impact on. Cumings joked Ford had so many
ﬂowers they couldn’t all ﬁt into her room.
Ford joked she doesn’t have a special trick like drinking whiskey every day. Instead, she attributes her long
life to a proper diet, no smoking, regular exercise, and
playing many rounds of golf. Though Ford celebrated a
milestone birthday, Joyce Carvey said she doesn’t see her
mother any differently.
“I don’t look at her and see a 100-year-old person,”
Carvey said. “I mean, she’s been about the same for the
last 12 years. She really hasn’t aged any more.”
With many years behind her, Ford said she has hope
the world can overcome major problems, end wars, ﬁnd
a cure for diseases and ﬁnally live together in peace. As
Ford reﬂects upon her life, she said she’s happy with the
way her life turned out.
“I’m just thankful for the way life went. But when
I get up to Heaven, I might tell the Lord a few things
I’d like changed…like what all you go through having
babies,” Ford joked.•
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