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A family’s pride
By Chris and Lisa Beck
 Each year, we celebrate Memorial Day with parades 
and barbecues. In Fruitport, the Lions Club has their an-
nual Old Fashioned Days. This is a tremendous event, 
and the money raised goes to a great cause. But let us 
not forget why we celebrate Memorial Day.
 We celebrate Memorial Day for all the servicemen 
and women who have given 
the ultimate sacrifi ce defending 
our way of life. With that being 
said, we need to be constantly 
reminded of our gift of freedom 
and of those who gave all to 
ensure that we remain free.
 As we remember our vet-
erans who have passed and 
veterans who are still with us, 
we must also take this time 
to thank the brave men and 
women in uniform today serv-
ing our great nation. Our com-
munity has many brave men 
and women serving right now 
all over the world –– service-
men like our two sons, Brandon 
and Drew Beck.
 Brandon, a 1999 graduate 
of Fruitport High School, served in the Army as an MP 
and did two tours in Iraq. In his last tour, he logged over 
40,000 in his Humvee, “High Mobility Multipurpose 
Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWV).” He was part of a security 
detail that helped set up and train Iraqi police offi cers. 
He also helped in providing security for people like Peter 
Jennings, Toby Keith, Rascal Flatts and the WWE wres-
tlers when they came to entertain the troops. Brandon 
enlisted in the Army shortly after 9/11. He was eager to 
serve his country, and he did it honorably. Brandon is now 
out of the Army and working for Gentex in Holland. He 
is married to Charlene Brink of Hamilton, Michigan.
 Our other son, Drew Beck, a 2007 graduate of 
Fruitport High School, is currently serving in the United 
States Marine Corps as a 2nd Lieutenant. Drew is also a 
graduate of Central Michigan University, and was com-
missioned as an offi cer in the Marine Corps in April, 
2012. He fi nished TBS (The Basic School) this May, and is 
currently at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune in North 
Carolina where he is attending LOC (Logistic Offi cer 
Course). Drew has always wanted to be an offi cer and 
serve his country. He’s is now living that dream.
 Both of our sons have come from a long history of 
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veterans. Their great grandfather fought as a sailor in the 
Pacifi c in World War II. Their great, great uncle fought 
as a Marine in the Korean War. Their grandfather, a Ma-
rine, served in Vietnam. One of their uncles is a Marine 
veteran, another is an Air Force veteran, and Chris (their 
father) is a Marine veteran.
 How wonderful and humbling it is to see the spirit 
of patriotism growing in our country as our young sons 
and daughters pick up the sword of freedom. These 
young people have put their lives on hold and put their 
country’s priorities over their own. They do this in peace-
time or during a time of confl ict. They are always there 

to fi ght the fi ght and ask for nothing in return.
 Today’s servicemen and women, and our veterans 
past and present, are the very fi ber of the word “freedom” 
and are made stronger by our recognition of their service 
and sacrifi ce. We should always honor that service and 
sacrifi ce. Freedom and democracy are the result of all of 
the most honorable this country has produced.
 Memorial Day is for remembering. Stand in honor 
of them; walk in their path of duty; remember the cost, 
and hold in your heart the cause of freedom.
 Every American should take an active part in main-
taining our freedom. Don’t just sit on the sidelines and 
expect someone else to do it for you. We must volunteer 
in our communities.  We must take care of our veterans 
and their families. We must continue to
try to make America the very best that it can be.
 The battle for freedom is not over. It takes work, and 
as long as we still have servicemen and women around 
the world sacrifi cing their lives so that we will remain safe 
and free, we must make sure they still know we care.
 “Because the Nation, which forgets its Defenders, 
will itself be forgotten.” – Calvin Coolidge •

Toby Keith and Brandon Beck

Muskegon County Youth Fair 
begins
 Story and photos by Sandy Kriger
 The 86th annual Muskegon County Youth Fair will 
be held July 23-27 at the fairgrounds at 6621 Heights 
Ravenna Road. Parking and general admission are 
free.
 There have been many changes this year.  All the 
barns have been painted; some trees were removed and 
many of the tables were fi xed. But one of the biggest 
changes is something many have wanted to see returned 
to the fair: The Midway. This year, the midway will be 
back and will open on Tuesday at 5 p.m. It will be open 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 2 p.m. and on Sat-
urday at noon.
 All animals and inanimate projects will be entered 
on Monday July 22 between 3 and 8 p.m.
 Tuesday features horses, poultry, goats and market 
steer judging. Wednesday, the judging begins at 8 a.m. 
with sheep, horses, dairy, and the talent show. Another 
early morning, Thursday begins at 8 a.m. with horses 
and rabbits.
 Each day includes fair games beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
The games are open to anyone who wants to partici-
pate.

 Thursday features a steak fry in addition to the large 
animal auction, which begins at 6 p.m.
 Friday’s events include more horses, the dog show, 
shooting sports and Showman of Showman.
 The third annual fun run/walk is Saturday morning. 
The open horse show will be held on Saturday, along with 
the pet show at 2 p.m. and the auction featuring small 
animals and baked goods.

Linnea Pothoven, a fi rst-year member of the 
Green Acres Livestock 4-H Club, works on her 
inanimate project.

Kaitlyn Kriger, in her fi fth year as a member 
of the Green Acres Livestock 4-H Club, is working 
hard on her inanimate project for the fair.

Sisters Bentley and Mae Mabrito are busy 
painting their project for the fair. They are fi rst-year 
members of the Green Acres Livestock 4-H Club.

 Grandstand events, including a tractor pull, national 
pony pulls, Autocross and S.J.O Supercross races will 
begin at 7 p.m. each night. New this year is the covered 
grandstand. Admission to the grandstand events is just 
$5; $10 ($5 for ages 11 and under) for the Supercross 
races.
 With so much going on, make sure you set some time 
aside during the week and come out to support our youth 
while having a great time! For more information, visit 
the fair’s website www.muskegoncountyfairgrounds.
com/youth fair.•


