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Prematurity is the Number 1 cause 
of newborn death in America

Fruitport Class of ‘68 
Reunion

July 27, 2013 at Pomona Park 4:00-?

We are looking for classmates:
 Julie Ackerman Tom Schrader
 Alan Archer Greg Scolby
 Jack Badgero Jim Server
 Rich Diedrich Sue Stevens
 Marie Eagle Colleen Stever
 Jerry Hansen Janice Watson
 Marvin Kersting Carol Wilburn
 Weldon McClain Dalores Wolff
 Steve Nolan Steve Williams
 Larry Robinson Kathy Zellar
If you haven’t received an invitation, or you 
know where any of these classmates are, 
please call:
 Sue Lodes .............616-842-4386
 Linda Anderson .....616-844-1638
 Karan Valler ..........231-788-5469

Love, Friends & Family

Get Well Wishes …

Doc Pierce
Virginia Pierce

Dale Carr
Dorothy Birkholz

George Lyttle
Phyllis Lyttle
Erin Walton

Pastor Tim Swan

Baxter's LP Gas
5333 Airline Rd • baxterstowing.com

865-3731 865-6100

In God We Trust - Do You?

The final veteran’s benefit
By Joe Tomodachi
 None of us wants to consider the end of our life on 
this earth, but it’s coming for all of us. If you are a veteran, 
this thought may have come to you more often than you 
would care to remember.
 Have you ever attended a funeral for a veteran and 
experienced military honors? Fellow veterans in V.F.W. or 
American Legion uniforms in respectful attendance wait 
until the end of the funeral service when the command 
is issued for military honors. The honor guard stands 
and one-by-one veterans pass in review; seven depart to 
prepare rifles. A commander and chaplain remain with 
their solemn presentation; from outside, the sounds of 
the three-volley rifle salute can be heard, followed by 
the playing of “Taps.” Then, empty shells from the firing 
are presented to a family member, along with a properly 
folded American flag.
 Often, this expression of respect from fellow veterans 
brings those in attendance to tears. Have you ever wit-
nessed a tough, grown man pretend to itch an eye while 
really wiping away a tear? Such things happen during 
the military honor presentation.
 Surely this must add to the funeral cost? No, it’s free, 
and so is the flag. Veterans perform this as a personal 
tribute to other veterans. Honor guards pay for their 
own uniforms, take time away from work or other duties, 
and drive wherever needed. All honorably-discharged 
veterans are entitled to this honor. The funeral director 
makes the arrangements when a family requests it. A 
copy of military discharge DD-214 may be required.
 So, veterans, encourage your family to include this 
tribute for your funeral; and, families of veterans, con-
sider this special remembrance for your loved ones who 
selflessly served our great country.
 By the way, if you are a veteran, why not inquire at 
your local V.F.W. or American Legion post to ask about 
membership and/or serving in an honor guard, your-
self?•

Annual Fruitport District Library 
book sale scheduled
By Mary Weimer
 The annual book sale, organized and sponsored by 
the Friends of the Fruitport District Library, will be held 
on Saturday, May 18 at the library, 47 Park Street (corner 
of Park and Third streets) from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Funds raised will be used to benefit the library and 
its patrons. Donations of books, magazines, videos, and 
music may be dropped off at the library during open 
hours, Mondays and Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Wednes-
days, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 Some newer hardback titles will be individually 
priced; however, the majority of the books, videos and 
CDs will be sold for $4.00 per bag. Bags will be provided 
for shoppers. Those who bring additional containers for 
books (boxes, totes, etc.) will be required to fill a bag first, 
and then transfer the purchases to their own contain-
ers.•

Free home gardening resources 
about at MSUE
(Submitted by Michigan State University Extension)
 Whether you are looking to save money, love fresh 
flavor, or just enjoy working with nature, Michigan is 
a great place for growing fruit, vegetables, flowers and 
landscape plants. Michigan State University Extension 
offers many free resources for home gardeners based on 
science performed at MSU and other land grant universi-
ties.
 Two websites packed with excellent research based 
information on all thing gardening have been created 
to help you become a better gardener. Visit www.msue.
msu.edu/gardening or www.migarden.nsu.edu to find 
articles on your topic of interest, events and opportuni-
ties for web-based education, and instructions on how to 
“Ask an Expert” questions. (The experts answering are 
Extension staff around Michigan and across the country 
within the National Extension system.) You can also get 
MSUE’s home gardening news sent to you as an email 
digest by looking for the link to sign up for these weekly 
updates. 
 Interested in becoming a Master Gardener? There is 
a link to give you the latest information there. Oh, and if 
you need a soil test you may order one on-line from the 
website as well, or come into your local office.
 Unfortunately, we cannot offer those for free!
 If you have a lawn and garden pest problem or 
don’t have internet, you can call our toll-free number 
888-MSUE4MI (888-678-3464). These resources are always 
available to help you “Bring Knowledge to Life,” and are 
an integral part of the new way we do our business of 
providing research-based information to the residents of 
Michigan.
 For more information on the resources available at 
MSU Extension, contact your local office at (231) 724-6361 
or visit us in person at 97 E. Apple Avenue in Muskegon 
(Muskegon County South Campus across from Benson 
Drugs.)•

Yesterday and today
By Char Lozicki
 Sitting in his chair with the warm sun shining 
through the window and warming him, Frank sipped 
on his coffee and started reminiscing. Today is the big 
day! Family and friends are all getting together –– some 
from next door and many come by car from hours away. 
His family never had a car when he grew up. Times were 
certainly different then.
 He was born as the Great Depression came, and 
some of the stories of hardship were real for his family. 
Coffee was cheap and it was offered as a warm drink 
with evaporated milk to flavor. Worn shoes were repaired 
with cardboard inserts. The gelatin dessert he is looking 
forward to eating was not available in the summer, just 
in cold seasons, because there were no refrigerators. The 
cold floor when he had to refill the oil space heater is the 
reason he now insists on carpeting in his bedroom. No 
one in the neighborhood had a ball to play with, but often 
the priest at the neighborhood church would throw out a 
basketball and the game was on. His dad died when he 
was young, and mom walked a couple miles each way 
to her cleaning job. None of the kids were really unsu-
pervised, though, because if one misbehaved, others in 
the neighborhood would inform his mom, and then he 
was in trouble.
 Cars are heard coming up the drive, and Frank envi-
sions happy, energetic children emerging: Teeth showing 
and legs moving, as he often describes them. He reaches 
into his pocket and confirms some paper money already 
available because the carnival is in town. Today it is his 
treat for rides and cotton candy. Rides first, and cotton 
candy last. He learned that one last year. Tomorrow, the 
parade; and afterward, conversation with friends and 
family (people he hasn’t seen all winter) at the picnic. 
 God bless America and all its people.•

‘The Lakes’ camp for boys
(Submitted by The Lakes Community Church of the Naza-
rene)
 Registration is now open for all boys entering grades 
3,4,5 or 6 this fall to attend an overnight camp in tents 
this summer. Day Camp is also available, open to boys 
entering first or second grade.
 The camp will be held on Monday, June 17; Tuesday, 
June 18; and Wednesday, June 19 at 3180 S. Dangl Road 
(Brian and Marla Punches’ house).
 The registration fee is $30 per person before June 1; 
$35 after June 1.
 Registration forms are available in the office at The 
Lakes Community Church of the Nazarene, 2270 S. Mill 
Iron, or from the Sunday morning church service greet-
ers.
 All boys are invited to join us for fishing, hiking, 
sports, kayaking, mud running, exploring, cooking, rock 
painting, and Lego® building. Boys will also get an op-
portunity on a water slide, relax in a hot tub, and share 
in campfires, songs, games, a scavenger hunt, outdoor 
survival skills, food, snacks and much more!•

Maranatha’s summer sports 
camps schedule
(Courtesy, Maranatha Bible and Missionary Conference)
 Kids ages 7 to 18 can enjoy a variety of sports camps 
at Maranatha Bible and Missionary Conference, 4759 
Lake Harbor Road in Muskegon. All camps are led by 
trained Christian professionals. Registration is required 
for all sports camps and should be done as early as pos-
sible due to limited space.
 June 24-28 Baseball Camp
 July 8-12 Soccer Camp
        July 8-12 Running Camp (ages 11-18) 
 July 22-26 Volleyball Camp
 July 22-26 Football Camp
 August 5-9 Basketball Camp
 The registration fee includes a shirt, a sports New 
Testament and a certificate. Registration prior to May 17 
is $30 per participant per camp. After May 17, registra-
tion is $40. Online registration is recommended now at 
VacationWithPurpose.org.•

Maranatha summer concert 
series announced
(Submitted by Maranatha Bible and Missionary Conference)
 Every Saturday night during the summer, Maranatha 
Bible and Missionary Conference, hosts a concert at 4759 
Lake Harbor Road in Muskegon beginning at 7 p.m.  The 
concert lineup features:
 June 22 Buddy Greene
 June 29 The King’s Brass
 July 13 Marty Goetz
 July 20 Theater for the Thirsty
 July 27 Robert and Pam Adams
 August 3 Michael Card
 August 10 Alan Atwood
 August 17 Andrew Peterson
 August 31  Annie Moses Band
 Admission to each concert is free, however, a free 
will offering will be received.•


