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Have needs for: 
Cat Litter 
Carefresh Bedding
Wood Pellets
Food, Greens, Alfalfa 
Crates 
Volunteers 
Pet Sponsors
Returnable bottles & cans

Critter Café 
Rescue

5818 Airline Rd. 
(across from Fruitport #1 Fire Station)

231.366.7197
Rescuing cats & kittens, 

all breeds of bunnies, guinea pigs, ratties, 
hamsters, birds, and all pocket pets.

Get Connected. Get Answers.
Community Access Line of the Lakeshore

• A single dad wants to join a parent support group

• A nineteen year old college student seeks HIV 
testing

• A runaway teen needs a safe place to stay

• A working woman seeks adult day care for her 
elderly father and a caregiver support group for 
herself

• A senior citizen wants to volunteer

• A young family in fi nancial crisis searches for
 budget counseling

POUND BUDDIES 
ANIMAL SHELTER 

& ADOPTION CENTER
“PUTTING PEOPLE & PETS TOGETHER”

1300 EAST KEATING MUSKEGON MI
http://www.poundbuddies.petfi nder.com 

231.767.0921
Open: Tues. & Thurs. 12 – 2 p.m.

Wed. Evenings 5:30 –7 p.m.
 Sat. 11 a.m.–1:30 p.m

Thank you, 
Fruitport Lions

from your
Shoreline Branch!

You have made it possible for us 
to do many positive things 

for our community.

Check out our new international collection!
Interesting youth group fi eld trip & it’s FREE!

Bob France ....... 616-842-2178 12417 State Road
Scott France ..... 616-447-1996 Nunica, MI  49448

E-mail:  scott.france@sbcglobal.net

FRANCE 
SCOUT MUSEUM

of Scouting Memorabilia
(SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

Groenink's Elevator & Hardware
11260 Michigan Ave. Nunica

837-7391 • 1-800-682-3142

 231-903-0063
www.safeguardpestsolutions.com

 231-903-0063

Reprinted from May 2015 afa Journal

When the Sahara was green
By Dr. Elsa Kirsten Peters
(Planet Rock Doc, Washington State University)
 As schoolchildren know, dinosaurs lived in a much 
warmer world. Back in the era of T. Rex and Stegosaurus, 
dinos fl ourished all over the globe beside truly balmy 
seas.
 Fantasize with me for a moment about going back 
in time to those days, when we could swim in the surf 
all year round and our December heating bills would 
simply evaporate in the warm breezes.
 Earth’s climate, clearly, has changed from what it 
was in the dinosaur era. 
 Recently a famous dino hunter came across evidence 
of much more modern climate change.  Paul Sereno of 
the University of Chicago is a geologist who is expert at 
fi nding and unearthing dinosaur bones all around the 
world. (If you know an 8-year old, ask about Sereno and 
you’ll learn he’s 
the cream of the 
crop in the realm 
of dinosaur dis-
covery.)
 I n  r e c e n t 
years Sereno has 
made a specialty 
of hunting dino 
fossils in the Saha-
ra. And by chance, 
his crew stumbled 
across dozens and 
dozens of human 
skeletons in loose 
sands, lying above 
the dinosaur-rich 
solid rock below 
the dunes. 
 The  seren-
dipitous fi nd led Sereno to unearth the bones of people 
who once lived in what’s now the barren desert of Africa. 
The bones tell a story of early Stone Age humans from 
cultures of different times. They refl ect two distinct burial 
styles and are associated with pots having quite different 
patterns. In other words, there are twin pieces of human 
history wrapped up in this one special spot in what’s now 
an empty desert.
 Here’s the climate connection: The human bones are 
accompanied by bones of animals, including crocodiles, 
hippos, turtles, clams, and various fi sh. The great sup-
ply of water made evident by these bones has led to the 
nickname, “Green Sahara” for the time of the Stone Age 
peoples. 
 Both archeological evidence and radiocarbon dating 
show the age of the younger culture as 6,000 years ago 
and the older ones as 9,000 years ago. Just before that 
earlier time, Earth’s climate had warmed up from the 
bitter cold of the Ice Age –– the frigid period in which 
Canada, the upper Great Plains, the Midwest, and New 
England were all under thick glacial ice.
 In Africa temperatures didn’t climb much when the 
Ice Age ended, but weather patterns shifted. The Sahara 
suddenly got rain each year –– lots and lots of rain. The 
humans Sereno found were buried in what was then a 
small peninsula, jutting into a local lake in which the 
crocs, clams, and fi sh lived. It was, clearly, a good spot, 
one used by people for literally thousands of years during 
that wet period.
 As a geologist I’m happy to report the people of 
the Green Sahara knew the value of rocks. They made 
stone tools out of an unusual volcanic rock found about 
100 miles away, either traveling there to bring it back or 
trading with other people for the valuable material. We 
know they made stone tools from that rock beside the lake 
because of abundant rock fl akes in the loose sands.
 Sereno’s work shows the Stone Age dead were 

buried with care. A woman reaches out her arms to two 
small children in one gravesite. Other individuals were 
buried with pots and even fl owers.
 But then the whole scene changed. The wet winds 
shifted, and by 3,500 years ago, the Green Sahara liter-
ally dried up. It was a climate upheaval more massive 
than anyone alive at the time could have understood. In 
short, the Sahara lurched back to its previous status as a 
desert. The water-loving creatures and the people of the 
area were soon replaced by arid sands.
 In each chapter of Earth history, Mother Nature 
makes it obvious she likes a climate story with a truly 
vigorous plot. That’s not to our liking, but such is the 
clear record geologists and archeologists have learned 
to read from all over the world.•

Global warming
By David Whitehead
 Any global warming is minimal and can be explained 
by variations in natural weather patterns. It’s a scam to 
bring power and wealth to those pushing the agenda. 
If a person is for cleaner air and cleaner water, why not 
simply make that the agenda? The level of alarm being 
raised is to frighten people into drastic measures.•

Bottle found by two ‘scavengers’
By Mariann Cooper
 One spring day in April, while our great-grandson, 
Dominic Dault (left), and a friend, Caden Holt (right), 

were visiting, they decided to drift down Norris Creek 
on our kayaks and pick junk out of the creek. They 
weren’t gone long before they came back all excited!
 They found that one of the bottles in the bank of the 
creek had a piece of paper folded up inside. When they 
opened it, they discovered there was a message inside 
that read:
 “Evelyn Marie Pouch, Katzenbach, 
Thorp. September 10, 1951.”
 They brought it back to Grandpa and he took pic-
tures of them with the bottle and the note.
 The Pouch family has been in Fruitport many years 
and it would be fun to get some background on this in-
teresting fi nd.
 Dominic’s uncle Shane, who knows about wine 
bottles, doesn’t think that the bottle with the note is that 
old. If you have information about this note, call FAN at 
865-3134 or email fruitportareanews@frontier.com.

Before giving someone a piece of 
your mind, make sure you can 

spare it!


