
Fruitport Area News • May 2015 • Page 33 

Fruitport Conservation Club 
News
By Greg Weaver
 Continuous improvement seems to be the focus of 
the members of the Fruitport Conservation Club these 
days. I stopped in last Thursday to visit and catch up on 
the latest news, and the first thing that I noticed was the 
beautiful new kitchen cabinets and countertops. Then 
there was the new doorway into the meeting room where 
I also noticed a gorgeous new gun rack mounted on the 
west wall. As usual, a mix of labor and craftsmanship 
can make a big difference. But that’s not the end of the 
improvements that are planned for this year. Read on.
 Currently in the works is a major expansion of the 
club’s bow range that lays to the west of the trap fields. 
The range is being extended through the woods and 
will soon provide 25 stations for bowmen to shoot from. 
This year any bowman shooting the FCC course will be 
shooting at additional targets such as a dinosaur, skunk 
or an alligator along with the usual deer, bear and turkey. 
There is also a new elevated platform located at the start 
of the course that will be available for members to use 
during the week with a $1 range fee to cover the cost of 
target backstops that will be left out for members. The 
bow range will be open for bowmen to shoot a round 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays each week at 5:30 p.m. until 
dark starting on July 7 and running until September 29. 
There will be a work bee held at the bow range every 
Thursday evening until the July 7 opening, weather 
permitting. Please come out and lend a hand if you can. 
The cost of the 25 arrow round will be $4 for members; $5 
for non-members, and $3 for juniors. Now tell me where 
else you can shoot a round of trap with your shotgun and 
also shoot a round at a bow range all on the same night 
for less than twenty bucks?

 Another major improvement project in the works is 
the expansion of the rifle pistol range. The plan is to add 
an additional 100-yard rifle range area out to the east of 
the existing pistol shooting benches. The new rifle range 
may very well wind up a mirror image of the existing 
rifle range, with five benches, safety berms and target 
stands. 

 The winter trap league was all but wrapped up the 
other night when I stopped by, and it looks like there is 
another tie for first place between two of the many three-
man  teams consisting of Scott Michael, Dick Gunderman 
and Marc Lans or the team consisting of Mike Bauer, Ken 
Wolfe and Roger Johnson. Top Gun honors goes to Chad 
Fett. Congratulations to the winning team in advance.
 The summer trap league is scheduled to start on June 
4 and run for 16 weeks through September 17. FCC holds 

a trap shoot every Thursday evening throughout the 
year, from 5 to 9 p.m. In addition to Thursday evenings, 
FCC is also open for trap shooters on the first and third 
Tuesdays of every month. The cost is $4 per round for 
members; $3 per round for juniors; and $5 per round for 
non-members.
 The FCC pistol shooters are starting another spring 
season by holding a target shoot that is similar to a trap 
league format. The challenge is to hit a spinner target five 
times with each successive spinner being set at a different 
distance. This shoot will be held on every first and third 
Wednesday of the month. On the remaining Wednesdays 
of the month, pistol shooters will be able to shoot one of 
the NRA Pistol Qualification courses along with other 
fun shoots. The pistol shooters hold their events every 
Wednesday evening from 5 until 9 p.m.
 So let’s have a conversation on “Personal Continuous 
Improvement.” Personally, I see the Fruitport Conserva

tion Club as a perfect place to work on skills as it relates 
to the shooting and hunting sports. For example, the new 
bow range is a perfect place to hone ones bow-shooting 
abilities.
 In this case, you are not shooting in some back room 
at the mall. No sir, on this bow range the shooting experi-

ence gets about as real as it can get. With every step, the 
evening sunlight changes as it slashes down through the 
trees, changing the sight picture on the targets by the 
minute. The shooting positions relative to the targets and 
the footings change at each target, just as the conditions 
will change while actually hunting. I know that some bow 

hunters think that they can shoot a dozen arrows into a 
straw bale and think they are ready to kill deer. Well, it 

ain’t necessarily so. Kill deer, maybe. Wound deer, more 
than likely.
 The same thoughts are applied when shooting fire-
arms, whether that be pistol, rifle or shotgun. The number 
one priority should be getting familiar with one’s equip-
ment, how to load, unload and use the safety(s); work-
ing on the techniques of holding a sight on target and 
squeezing the trigger, or in the case of a shotgun, pulling 
the trigger.  Then there is the actual aiming, shooting of 
the firearm, and being able to accurately and consistently 
hit the targets, which are set at different ranges. And be 
able to do so from several shooting positions, such as 
standing or sitting.
 It seems to me that a person should have all of the 
above mentioned things be a natural process, ingrained 
in the mind and muscle memory, before one finds an 
intruder lurking in their home in the middle of the night, 
or opens the car door on opening day.
 There are CPL (Concealed Pistol License) classes 
being offered again at FCC on May 30, June 20 and July 
25. Contact Joe Alvesteffer at (616) 450-1851 for more 
information.
 A yearly membership at the Fruitport Conservation 
Club, which is located at 5373 Sternberg Road, is only $45.  
($67.50 for a year and a half after July 1.) Persons wanting 
to become a FCC member for the first time must do so at 
the club grounds on any Thursday evening. Returning 
members may download a membership form from the 
FCC website and mail it to the address on the application.  
A membership allows usage of the ranges from 9 a.m. to 
dusk, seven days a week unless another event is taking 
place.
 Please note that the entrance gate uses an ID card 
system. A $5 deposit is required to get your card. Your 
card will stop working if your membership dues are not 
paid by the end of February each year. If you don’t wish 
to renew your membership, and you return your card to 
the club, your deposit will be refunded to you.
 As a reminder, please remember to visit the FCC 
website, fruitportcc.com, and check the calendar before 
driving out to the club to shoot. The web site calendar has 
a listing of current events that is always being changed. 
Remember that all rifle, pistol and trap ranges are closed 
for shooting if there is another event taking place.
 Remember “Safety First” when using any of the 

Editorial
Drugs–The elephant in the room
 The real problem with immigration and inner city 
violence and the huge prison population is the same and 
is not being addressed. There is all kinds of talk about the 
problem, but our leaders are not addressing the cause .
 The cause is the production and distribution of 
drugs. The drug problem is destroying entire countries, 
and people scared for their safety are heading for the 
United States. They are so scared for their children’s 
safety that they are sending their children alone to the 
U.S. border, thinking that the risk of their safely making 
it is better than having their children try to survive at 
home. 
 The problem stems from the rival groups in the busi-
ness of providing drugs for United States citizens. And 
the violence continues after the drugs get into the U.S. 
The competing groups in the inner cities continue kill-
ing and hurting each other to eke out a living, claiming 
territory and distributing drugs to our citizens.
 Why don’t our leaders and citizens own up to the 
obvious problem and devise a solution? 
 If all natural drugs were made legal and regulated 
like alcohol, the illegal trade would all but disappear. 
The drugs would become cheap and easy to obtain and 
the people who wanted to use them would not have to 
participate in the illegal aspect of it. Most of the drugs 
would probably be raised in the U.S. and the money 
would stay in this country.
  The countries south of our borders would no longer 
have a violent drug trade. Since nearly half of our prison 
population is there because of  drug related issues, half 
of our prisons would be empty. Since our prisons are a 
huge part of our budget, that money could be used to 
pay for other necessary government services and would 
help balance our government budgets. The insurance 
expense to compensate for drug-related crime would 
decrease. The pain and suffering related to drug-related 
crime would disappear.
 The taxes involved with the regulation of drugs 
could pay for services to help the drug addicts. Instead of 
sending them to jail and separating them from the public 
in the most expensive way, they could be helped if they 
wanted to be. The ones who do not want help would be 
a good example to others why using drugs is not wise.
 I don’t think there would be any more drug use than 
there is now. Most natural drugs like cocaine, heroin, and 
opium are not as addicting or harmful as manufactured 
synthetic drugs such as meth and crack. The desire to use 
those drugs would diminish because the natural ones 
would become cheap and accessible. 
 What is the matter with us? The solving of this prob-
lem is so simple. Let’s get our heads out of the sand. This 
is a problem similar to the prohibition of alcohol that we 
have created and can just as easily undo. Where is the 
leadership and common sense? If we can’t undo our own 
self-created problem, how are we ever going to solve the 
harder problems?
 When drugs were legal in the late1800s, they were 
less of a problem then they are now. The problem started 
when the drugs were made illegal, similar to what hap-
pened when alcohol was prohibited.
 Ron Cooper, Editor
*If you agree, pass it on to our legislators. If you don’t 
agree, respond to FAN with a better idea.

shooting ranges on the club grounds. Use the safety 
lights provided when going down range to set, check, 
or retrieve  targets, and please keep all targets set low 
and directly in front of the sand berms so we keep all 
of the bullets on the club property. Last, if you bring 
targets to shoot at, please take them with you when you 
go or place your trash in one of the garbage cans. Also, 

all spent brass, such as .22 shells, are to be swept up and 
placed in the trash when you are through using the range. 
Don’t leave your mess for the next guy to clean up. We 
all should do a better job of keeping the club grounds 
neat and orderly.
 If you haven’t been out to the club in a while, stop by 
and say hello. We’d be glad to see you! The membership 
of the Fruitport Conservation Club wishes everyone a 
safe summer.•


