Dancing with the Stars
by Larry J. Pellet
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Performing are Larry Pellet, Francine Marie
Theresa, and Fruitport Fireﬁghter Chris Anderson

Call Today & Sign
Up Your Children
For One or More
Of Our Specialty
Classes.
• Gymnastics • Ballet • Tap
• Tanning Salon
• Competitive Cheerleading
• Children 2 & Up

Savings On
Coupon Page

622 Chatterson Rd. 1/2 mile east of Wolf Lake Rd. & Apple Ave.

788-3121

The “Crown Jewel” of Muskegon
entertainment lived up to it’s name and promise
this past winter at the Holiday Inn, where 33
Pros and Stars delivered a much rehearsed and
eagerly anticipated performance in the form of
4 sold out shows, with 400 in attendance per
event.
This year’s version of Dancing With the
Local Stars sold out in record time, and collected
a record (for a non-alumni year) $135,126 of
proceeds, which will be donated to local food
pantries to help feed the area hungry.
Talk about a win-win situation.
Also contributing to the cause were over 60
volunteers and committee members, led by the
Women’s Division of the Chamber of Commerce,
President Kay Bowen from Fruitport, and Cochairs Mary Kendall, Marilyn Forton and Karen
Mogdics.
In its 11th year, and the brain-child of
Kendall, DWTLS has garnered $1,058,000
collectively which is used exclusively to fund
some Muskegon pantries that wouldn’t even
be in existence otherwise. But, according to
Kendall, “it hasn’t always been a bed of roses...
we’ve had some tragedies along the way.”
Beginning in early fall of 2018, organizers
began reaching out to community members
they felt had the commitment, drive and
imagination not only to follow the competition
to its polished end, but also with the charisma
to draw attendees to the show. These “Stars”
were paired up with 10 Pros who had years
of experience behind them, some of which
had been involved from the very ﬁrst show in
2009. Most of the participants were meeting
unfamiliar faces, and from there, it was work,
work and more work to hone and perfect some
very classy acts.
“If you can breathe, you can dance,” chimed
in Mary.

Voted Best Chicken in the Tri-Cities!
Larry and Francine
Dancers practiced feverishly during the
winter months, braving whiteouts, health
issues, nerves, driving distances and costume
malfunctions, to come up with something
unique...spectacular...and inspiring.
As the actual competition grew near, the
entire group practiced together bi-monthly to
nail the opening number, toast their hard work
afterwards, and engage in friendly comradery,
the likes of which will never be forgotten and
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