Robert W. Doctor

March 17, 1946 – February 16, 2020
Robert was born to Frank and Ruth (Weesies)
Doctor in Muskegon. He was a member of Unity
Reformed Church. He
had a great passion for
the outdoors – ﬁshing,
hunting and especially
spending time with his
family at the cabin.
He married Henrietta
VanEck November 25,
1966 and they celebrated
5 3 y e a r s t o g e t h e r.
Survivors include his
loving wife, two sons,
Thomas (Jeanine) Doctor
and Eric (Terra) Doctor; 5 grandchildren; Lauryn,
Aryssa, Landon, Peyton and Owen; brothers, Roger
(Sheri) Doctor, Kenneth (Wilma) Doctor; sisters-inlaw, Jane Spoelman and Nell VanDyke; along with
numerous nieces and nephews.
Funeral services were held February 20,2020
and he was interred in Pine Hill Cemetery in
Fruitport. Share memories: www.sytsemafh.com

OBITUARY: Marlene (Towne)
Earnest

Marlene passed away at the age of 68 on
April 26, 2020 after a
courageous battle with
cancer. She was born in
Muskegon, Michigan
on May 22, 1951. She
attended Fruitport
Community Schools.
Marlene worked at
Almond Products for 33
years and retired in 2016.
On February 28, 1998 she
married Michael Earnest.
They spent many years together camping and in
the last few years having fun at their second home
in Pentwater, Michigan. There she loved to spend
time in her beautiful ﬂower gardens. Her other
interests were crafting and spending time with her
family and friends. Preceding her in death are her
parents, Orville “Lloyd” and Leona Towne and a
sister Nancy Schoerner.
She is survived by husband Michael Earnest,
daughter Paula (Kevin) Anderson, son Michael
(Sara) Earnest Jr., sister Karen Cummins, brother
Kimball Towne, and a sister Pamela (Nicholas)
DeVille. Granddaughters Brittaney, Mekenzie,
Hannah Anderson, Alina Varga, and her special
dog Maggie May. Marlene will be missed by family
and many friends.
A Celebration of Life with be held after the
executive order for COVID-19 is lifted.
Memorials donations in Marlene’s honor
may be sent to Noah’s Project. 5205 Airline Rd.
Muskegon, Michigan. 49444

Richard Riekse, son of Max Riekse, is
part of the graduating Fruitport High School
Class where he has been a member of the High
School student council for 10th, 11th and 12th
grades; along with being his class treasurer
for those years. He is also an Eagle Scout with
73 merit badges; Fruitport Boy Scout Troop
1023. He graduated with Honors, and will be
attending Michigan State University in the Fall
of 2020. Submitted by his dad, Max Riekse
Free West Michigan Fun for at
Home

submitted by the West Michigan Tourist Association
Using this time to brush up on your kitchen
skills? We’ve rounded up recipes from some of
your favorite West Michigan locations for you to
make at home!
You’ll ﬁnd recipes for main courses, side dishes,
sweets, and beverages.
Download this free West Michigan cookbook,
and share photos of your ﬁnished dishes with us
on social media! #WestMichigan
~
Travel West Michigan virtually by putting
together these puzzles featuring views of the
area.
You can even adjust
the number of pieces in
each puzzle, from just a
handful up to hundreds
for a real challenge!
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Harbor Hospice and Harbor
Palliative Care Launch
Tele-health to Help Minimize
Their Patients’ Exposure to
COVID-19

People are made to worship and if
they’re not worshipping their Creator,
they’ll ﬁnd something else.
(From American Decency Association)

April 2, 2020 – West Michigan – News
of an unexpected gift to the Harbor Hospice
Foundation means health care staff can
now have live, interactive audio and video
conversations with their hospice and palliative
care patients without meeting with them in
person, keeping both patients and medical
personnel safer amid concerns about the rapidly
spreading coronavirus (COVID – 19.)
Patients are thrilled with the new option.
“They love it for sure!” says Dr. Gerald
Harriman, DO, medical director for Harbor
Hospice and Harbor Palliative Care, just
days into trying it out. “Our first use of it
was with patients who have cancer and are
receiving palliative care from us. They love the
convenience and safety of it, and they are happy
to be able to stay in close touch with us without
leaving their home.”
Earlier this week, the federal government
temporarily removed restrictions on the
use of tele-health with hospice patients
receiving Medicare. Dr. Harriman welcomed
the announcement and held his ﬁrst “virtual”
conversation with one of his hospice patients
Tuesday afternoon.
“The software platform is easy to use,
and it offers a safe, personal way for patients
to have face-to-face conversations with us,”
says Dr. Harriman. “We can continue our
close relationships with our patients while
minimizing exposure to COVID-19 for them
and for our health care workers.”
Each patient uses their own electronic
device – a smart phone, a tablet or laptop with
a camera, and internet access. A link is sent to
the patient, and a click on the link brings the
patient and medical staff person face-to-face.
The program, according to Dr. Harriman, is
secure, private, and HIPAA compliant.
Harbor Hospice and Harbor Palliative
Care, serving residents in several counties in
West Michigan, planned to initiate a tele-health
program in the next year. But the urgency
brought on by COVID-19 and a contribution
from the organization’s long-time champion,
Sue Wierengo, made it possible to launch it now
and plan for the expansion of its use.
Wierengo’s gift came from a donor advised
fund at the Community Foundation for
Muskegon County that she and her husband
Andy opened in 1996. Their children learned
about it when they became more involved
with Sue’s care. Knowing her long-time
commitment to Harbor Hospice -- she founded
its predecessor Hospice of Muskegon County
in 1982 -- they called the organization to ask
what it needed.
While this program is a huge beneﬁt to
patients and healthcare workers now, Dr.
Harriman says the organization will also use
it to expand its hospice and palliative care into
rural areas that would otherwise require long
drive times for patients and medical staff.
The remarkable timing of Wierengo’s
donation is no surprise to those closest to her.
“Our mother was a pioneer in founding
hospice care in Muskegon County, so for her
to be able to make a gift nearly forty years
later that is pioneering a new technology for
the organization’s patients is pretty amazing!”
say her children. “She is incredibly happy and
proud.”

RUMMAGE SALE
with Refreshments!
••• Watch for DATE •••
First Congregational Church
of Fruitport
3212 Pontaluna Rd.
(across from baseball ﬁelds)

For information, call:
Lorene - 231.773.8369
or
Laura - 231.670.3810

Stop by, have some coffee and visit with us. You
can help with a craft or just keep us company!

Make New Friends

and learn new QUILTING SKILLS & OTHER CRAFTS.
Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
• Tentatively Starting June 17, 2020 •
• No experience necessary
• Members of other churches invited
For more information or a ride please call Lorene
(231)773-8369 or Laura (231) 670-3810 or stop by.
First Congregational Church, 3212 Pontaluna Rd.
across from Edgewood School.

Fruitport Community

HYMN SING
Traditonal & Gospel
2nd Friday every month
~ depending on our Governor ~

Everyone Welcome!

Purpose: To glorify the name of Jesus
and bring joy to our hearts!

** Refreshments at 6pm **
** Music about 6:30pm **
at First Congregational
Church of Fruitport
3212 Pontaluna Rd., Fruitport
For more information, contact:

Bob Bird (231) 215-1763, Birdnesters@gmail.com

If you have a song on your heart,
come and sing it!

Calvary Bible Church
4617 Grand Haven Rd., Muskegon, MI 49441

“A Friendly, Christ-Centered,
Non-Denominational Church”
Sunday School – 9:30am
Sunday Morning Service – 10:30am
Sunday Evening Service – 5pm
For more information, please contact us:
Phone: (231) 798-7411
Email: calvary.bible@frontier.com
Website: www.calvarybiblemuskegon.org

