« LEARN
« GROW
« EAT

FRUITPORT

6530 AIRLINE RD.,
FRUITPORT, MI 49415
(231)865-3435
MON-SUN 7AM-9PM

 LIVE
« WORK
« SHOP

SPRING LAKE

17026 Lloyds Bayou Dr.,
Spring Lake, M| 49456
(616)844-6662
MON-SUN 7AM-9PM
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www.theorchardmarkets.com

STRONGER TOGETHER

Because ... Specializing in

Personal Local Service
“A real person answers
the phone.

Your own personal
agent!"

Call, Text, or Go Online
for great rates!

ThingsHap

Jerviss-Fethke Insurance

(231) 722-2375

pnderful Memorial
onoring Those Who
Have Served Our Country!
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N N\ WMCSCHOOLS.ORG PK-12

Fremont Christian School | Grand Haven Christian | Muskegon Christian School | Western Michigan Christian
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Mon. - Fri.: Saturday: Sunday:

Hours:
nours: 10am - 5:30pm 10am -4pm Closed

On Resale

* DIBS! On Resale is a Thrift Store established to raise money for the West Michigan Area Christian
Schools. We opened our doors in 2012 and moved to our current location at 1279 E Apple Ave in 2019.
* For more information please visit our website DibsOnResale.com

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

‘ * Tree Pruning
= * Tree Removal
Jared Larry Baxter ° stump Gl‘inding

MI-4332A

* Brush Chipping
* Tree Planting
*Tree Treatments

Crane, Spider, bucket
truck, and tree cllmber ,
services available 5 :

FINANCING AVAILABLE

% for 12 months

with $500 minimum*

With coupon

*upon credit approval Expires 07/25/25

Our Salute to Chris Smith: 29
Years of Serving Our Community

Proudly
submitted by Alex Rogalla, Steward & Overseer,
Orhard Markets
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CUSTOMER SERVICE

Every now and then, it is good to take
a step or two back away from the everyday
routine and spend some time pondering
those around you that you are truly thankful
and grateful for. So with that being said, I
wanted to express my sincere thankfulness
for an employee who has been with us for
almost 30 years and if you have been around
the community awhile and frequent Fruitport
Orchard Market, you have surely interacted
with and likely had your groceries taken out
by our very own Chris Smith. Chris started
his bagger/utility clerk position at the store
back in 1996 through a FCS student work
related program where he continued to grow
and thrive both socially and within his job
role and eventually over time was hired in
and continued to excel on his position.

Within his role, Chris is responsible for
many dutiesincluding general cleaning, bottle
room maintenance, sweeping, mopping, and
vacuuming, parking lot cleanliness, winter
shoveling, and more but his main daily duty
and top priority is customer service. That’s
where Chris shines brightest, that’s his
favorite part of the job, making sure that his
customer’s groceries are bagged properly,
taken to, and placed in their vehicle with
care. Serving the people of the community
where he went to school is very important to
Chris, he’s a proud Trojan graduate and loves
to give back to the community by serving and
taking care of his customers well.

Chris has worked for several different
owners over his time at the grocery store
and has been around to experience some real
pressing times for the community as well
including the straight wind storms and power
outages of the late 90’s and more recently the
Covid-19 virus outbreak beginning in 2020.
These were times where the community
needed to come together and Chris was right
there on the frontline serving and taking care
of his customers, always putting others first.

When asked what is the biggest thing
that you have learned over the years, Chris
replied “taking care of people is always the
first priority, no matter what else needs to be
done, the customer is always first.” And what
would you tell someone who is interested
in applying for a position like yours? Chris
replied “you must first be genuinely kind to
all of the customers and always be willing to
help them out whenever you can.” Well said
Chris, not only do you see the quality and
value in serving others but you model it and
live it out each day by serving and caring for
those within our community. We are so very
thankful for you Big Dog!
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